SELP-MURDER 


Afleried to be a very heinous Crime; 
in Oppoutton to all Arguments brought by 
the Diers, to the contrary. 


— — 


To which is added, 


A PRODIGY 
PROVIDENCE; 


CONTAINING, 


The wonderful Preſervation of a Wo- 
man of Totnes, who endeavour'd, Jun. 25. 
1707. to drown herſelf, by leaping over 
the Bridge, near 20 Foot high, into the 
River running by that Town. A Story 
well atteſted, yet hardly to be parallell'd in 
Hiſtory. With many neceſſary Inſtructi- 
ons how to avoid a Sin of this Nature. 


ne ti „* 


By John Prince, NI. A. Vicar of Berry-Pome- 
roy, in the County of Devon. 


LONDON, 


Printe]: And fold by B. Brazge, in Pater-Noſter-Row, 1709. 
Price one Shilling. 
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To the Right Reve- 
rend Father in God, Dr. 
Offspring Blackhall, D. D. 
Lord Biſhop of Exon. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


TE find in Hiſtory, that 

V 'Y ſome of the greateit 
Perſonages of the World, as 
Alexander the Great, Darius, 

| King Agrippa,and others, have 
| Kindly accepted of very mean 
| Preſents from the loweſt of 
| theirClientsand Vaſlals, when 
tender d with an humble Aﬀe- 
| (fon. This, my Lord, proves 
fome Encouragement to my 
Preſumption at this Time, in 

7 94 2 dedi- 


*The Dedication. 
dedicating to you! ! ordip 
this little Treatiſe: lit} y 
in the Performance, great in- 
deed in the Argument thiere- 
of; which, however it may be 


an Evidence of the Tenuity 


of my Store, is yet a Demon- 
ſtration of my Love and Du- 
ty, by an humble Congratu- 


lation of our Happineſs, in 


your Lordſhip's Acceſſion to 
the Throne of this Diocels. 


Which, as it hath abun- 
dant Reaſon, ſo is it chear- 
ful and fincere, in rendering 
Thanks to Almighty God, in 
the Hrſt Place, and to her Ma- 

jeſty, Queen Ann, (whom 
God long preſerve) in the 

next, that it enjoys again a 

5 Biſhop 


The Dedication. 


' Biſhopof ſuch Learning, Ver- 

tue, and Humanity, that knows 
how to be a Brother to his 
Clergy in more than a Com- 
pliment. 


But I muſt forbear to pro- 
Coed farther herein, for Fear 
olf violating that Modeſty, 
\ which is equal to any other of 
> your Lordfhip's Perfections; 
and inſtead thereof, turn what 
may look like Panegyrick, 
into Prayer. 


That your Lordſhip then 
may long, yea, very long and 
happily preſide over this Dio- 
ceſs, (which, with that fair and 
> , courteous Treatment where- 

With your Lorgſhip is wont 
55 - 43 to 


The Dedication: 


to oblige every one, you. wilt 
find fill'd with as hearty, ſub- 
miſs, and complying People, 


as any are) to God's Glory, 


your Lordſhip's true Content 
and Comfort, and our Uni- 
verſal Welfare, is the earneſt 
and daily Prayer of, 


My Lor d. 


N 8 8 ou r L 0 1d ſh 1 Ps 
105, Le- | 


50. Feb. 


24.1707, Moſt humble, | 


AND 


Moſt obedient Servant, 


75 1 John [7 FINCE. 
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EPISEL E. 


10 THE 


READER. 


Candid Reader, 


1 1 any one ſhall cenſure my preſent Mri- 
ting againſl the deteſtable Sin of Self. 
Murder, as unneceſſary and impertinent, 
as Eliab did his Brother David, for com- 
ing to aſſt the Army of Iſrael agains$t 
the Philiſtines : My Anſwer ſhall be in 
David's Words, 1 Sam. 17. 28, 29. 
What have I now done ? Is there not a 
Cauſe ? Are there not many diſtreſs'd 
Souls in the World, ( ſome wifible, and 
more in ſecret) who need the utmoſt Aſ- 
fiſtance that can poſſibly be given them, to 
quiet their Minds, to pacify their Con- 
ſciences, and to help them out of the 
Snares of the Devil? And are there too 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
ſo many Diſcourſes publiſy'd on this Sub- 
ject, as to render this altogether uſeleſs 
ard inſignificant * If there be, I muſt 
acknowledge I have not ſeen any ſuch, no, 
707 ORE. 


On the contrary, I underſtand there are 
ſeveral dangerous Pamphlets abroad, writ- 
ten jo juſtify and encourage, rather than 
to hinder or prevent this odious and too 


ſpreading Evil And publiſh'd, eſpecially, 
by the Deiltical Cabal, in Vindication, or 


Excuſe of their Coriphzus, C. B. who, 4 
Jew Years fince, committed this horrid 
Villany upon himſelf. 


None then, I verily believe, but the ; 
Devil, and his more immediate Agents, will | 


be diſpleas d at this ſo charitable an Un- 
dertating Which, with how weak an 
Arm, and unlikely a Weapon  ſoever, in 
the Opinion of the great Sophi of the 
Times, it may be thought to be manag d; 


yet that mighty God who hath choſen the 


foolth Things of the World to con- 
found the Wiſe, and the weak Things 
cf the World to confound the Mighty, 


1 Cor, 
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for the fuller Confirmation thereof, to in- 


1 Cor. 1. 29. may be pleas'd to make ef- 

1 feftual, as ſome time he did a Sling and 
| a Stone, to the throwing this great Goli- 
1 alſoon his Back, 1 Sam. 17. 49. 


it happen d. 1 ſhall give it you in the very 


The Epiſtle to the Reader: 


Having in the Body of this ſmall Trea- 

riſe advancd a Notion, which many que- 
ſtion, and ſome deny, of the Devil's aſſu- 
ming Human Shape, going inviſibly, ope- 
ning Locks, ſcattering Diſeaſes, inflicting 
Death, and the like, I have thought fit, 


ſert here, a moſt memorable Story I have 
mes with to this Purpoſe, never yet prin- 
ted by any Author, (that I know of ) and 
Pity it is, it ſhould be loſt. It 5 
15 ſaid to have been ſent ina x . Fh. 
Letter from one Signior Ma- Marſton, a 
dros of Milla, to his Friend Reverend 
Dignatary of 
at London, in the Month of 1 
Sept. in the Tear of our Lord, of Exon, om 
3 5 . ſincedeceas d. 
11530, the very Time wherein 


50 Hordi I find it in — 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


STIR, 


1 HE great Wonder we ſee in this 


our Time, prefles me to impart 
the ſame to you; I will ſet down no- 
thing but what I have ſeen with mine 
own Eyes. 


On the 6th of September, 1630, here 
appear'd a Spirit, (for ſo I muſt call 


him) that took upon him Human Shape, 


and calls himſelf Prince Mammon. He 
ſeems to be about the Age of fifty 
Years ; he wears his Beard very long and 


{quare; he is neither lean nor fat, nor 
great nor little, nor high nor low; and 


the Colour of his Skin is neither white 


nor black, but a Man of a middle Sta- 
ture, of comely Preſence, and a clear 


Complexion. 


At his Entrance into this City, 


he appeard in a very fair Coach of 
green Velvet, embroider'd within and 


without with Gold, and precious 
Stones. Which Cagch was drawn with 
fix ſuch Horſes, as Nature could not 

frame 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
frame goodlier Creatures; all trapped 


with embroider'd Barnels, ſuitable to 
the Coach , with Reeg Foot-Men, 
young, proper, and bcardleſs; who, 
with a Coachman and Poſtillion, were 
all ſuited with Garments of green Vel- 
vet, embroider'd with Gold, Pearl, and 


precious Stones, in every Point like the 


— Coach and Horſes. 


This Spirit, thus Humaniz'd , rid 


thro' the City in the State and Equip- 
page of an Ambaſlador, with a flow 
Pace, *till he came to the Houle of the 
Earl of Trivultio, which ſtands in the 
Noman- Street, where he caus'd his 
4 80 to ſtand; and finding the Doors 
to be faſt barr'd up, (the ſaid Earl be- 


ng gone into the Country to avoid the 


| infection of the Plague) he command- 


*d his Servants to enter. But when 
they told him, that the Door was faſt, 


ö 1 ie alighted out of his Coach, and came 
N to the Doors, and immediately the Doors 
few open. Then he enter'd, and fur- 
g Gila the ſaid Houſe with fifty Beds, 


| 


For himſelf and his Retinue. And be- 


ing 


The Epiſtle to the Reader, | 
ing there, he kept an op Houte, en- 
tertaining all that came, and aug all 1 
Diſeaſes, but eſpecially nc Plague, which 
at this Time doth infinicciy abou in 
this City. 


He can transform his Shape at his 
Pleaſure, and by Night and Day tra- 
vels through this City. And when he} 
vilits any ſick Perſons, he aſketh them, 
Whether they will be healed, and do fuch 
Things as he ſhall require them to do! 
It they ſay, They will, he helps them 

preſently ; but if they refuſe, or flick 2 

at the Motion, he ſtrikes them with a it 
Rod that he holds in his Hand, and I 
the Party ſo ſtricken, dieth preſently, JC 
as hath happened to divers. Which 0. 
being known to the State, they con- tl 
ferr'd with the Prelates, viz. the Cardi- 
nal and Biſhop of that Dioceſs. And! 
when the Senate, with the Clergy, had 
attempted all the Ways that could be pr 
imagin d, to chace hence this Fury, 
both Spiritual and Temporal) they at 
laſt concluded, That it was the Will 
and Pleaſure of God, to permit him to 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


be there, For this I know, that after 
they had ſerit the Marſhal with 200 
Men, well turniſh'd with Piſtols and o- 
| ther. Ammunition, to apprehend him, 
| (imagining it might be ſome Witch, 
or ſuch like Impoſtor) he ſuffer d him- 
18 ſelf to be attack d, and carry'd to the 
a- Door of the Priſon, where he made 
he himſelf inviſible, and ſo got out of the 
n, {Marſhal's Hands, and ſhortly after was 
ch found at his Palace, feaſting ſuch as 
) t Jeame to him. 


ck Moreover, I heard hereupon, that 
1 4 the Cardinal, with the Conſent of the 
nd Clergy, determin'd to ſummon him to a 
ly, Council, held in the Cathedral Church 

ich Jof that City, to give an Account to 
on- them, what he intended there to do. 


rdi- Which Summons was given unto him 
nd on the Friday Fortnight after his appear- 


Ing in this City, as he was riding a- 


be proad in his Coach. Unto which Sum- 
Jnons he yielded Obedience, upon Pro- 
Iniſe, that the ſaid Cathedral might be 
$dorn'd fitly to receive a Perſon of ſuch 
Honour and Dignity as he was; being, 

— 


3 
Y 

” , . 
+ 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
as he affirm'd, a Prince of fifteen Le- 
gions. W hereupon they prepar'd for 
Him a moſt {umptnous Cloath of State, 
with Chair and Cuſhions ſuitable, and 
under his Feet, a curious Carpet of ex- 
ceeding rich Tapeſtry, wrought all with 
Silk and Gold. 

: 
The Night following the Summons, [ 
and precceding his Appearance, he was! © 
feen to ſcatter much Duſt in the Domo, : 
or Cathedral, and in the great street, 
where he knew the moſt Part of the Peo- N 
pleof the City would be. By Which Means, L 
it is conceiv'd, that a great Number of *{ 
the People were infected: For the W 
next Day following, there died between he 
6 and 7000 of the Plague. by | 
Ty 
Being come, he was interrogated dy -. 
the learned Clergy ; and to four of thei 
Queſtions, he made direct Anſwers; ; andio e 
then ſaid, It is a true Sign of GreatHo 
neſs and Princely ene e to vouchſafne. 
to anſwer; and therefore, of his Benig [tri 
nity, and human Clemency, he had ſo inf 
ſwer d. But he faid, He would not fury! 
the! 


| 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 

ther anſwer them, unleſs with more 
and greater Authority he were compel'd 
thereunto. Whereupon, a Poſt was di- 
ſpatch'd for Rome, that the Pope's Au- 
thority might be had therein, 


AS coun 


After this, Prince Mammon fell upon 

a ſerious Diſcourle voluntarily, and of 
is; his own Accord, of the high Myſteries 
zz) of the molt ſacred Trinity ; delivering 
1D, ſuch Truths thereof, as their own Un- 
et. derſtanding did ratify, and they could 
-0- not deny: Wherein he ſhew'd ſo much 
. Learning, that all the Learned there 
of ſtood amaz'dy and aſtoniſh d to hear him. 
che Which Diſcourſe, when he had ended, 
een he gracefully took his Leave, and meck- 
ly departed to his Palace, the Houſe of 
Trivultio, in the Roman Street. | 
Ae Which Earl, hearing his Houſe was 
andſo enter d upon, came from his Country 
reartioule, full of Indignation. But when 
11 e came to the Prince's Preſence, he was 
uf gricken with ſuch Awe and Humility, 
4 au bat his Diſcourſe was all complimental, 
8 fursying, He was infinitely bound unto his 
that Highne!s. 


Thee Epiſtle to the Reader. 
Highneſs, that he had ſo honour d him, ag 
to make Uſe of ſo mean a Cottage for his 


Receptacle. Whereupon the Prince took 
forth out of his Pocket a Viol full of 


* 
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clear Water, and deliver'd it to the ſaid 


Earl, ſaying, I do give this Liquor to 
your Honour, which you muſt eſteem as 
dear as your own Life. The Virtue where- 


of is this, That if you take a Dram there- 
of every Morning faſting, neither you, 
nor your Court, ſhall be in any Danger of 


the Infection; but may, without Fear, lay 


your Hand upon the Plague-Sore. 


The Prince continues his Courſe 


both Day and Night, paſſilig through 


all Parts of the City. He ſpends plen- 


tifully, eats and drinks hberally ; and 


at his Pleaſure, he can, and doth paſs 


inviſibly; and when he lifts, leaves his 
Human Shape. I have many Things to 
write to you, which I am forc'd to o- 
mit until the next Poſt, 


— 


Thus | 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


Thus far my Author. How long after 
i this, Prince Mammon continu d to infeſ} 
E that City, I no where find. But I have here 
d recorded this, among the Multitude of Ex- 
amples, which are going of this kind, to 


x confirm the Opinion of the Being of De- 
e- vils and Spirits, againſs the Sadduces of 
, the Age; and of the Power they have, by 
1 God's Permiſſion, of appearing viſibly in 


of | the Shape of Men, and holding Corre- 
ay ſpondence with them, to their Hurt and 
Miſchief. | 


gh You being inform'd thus fully and 

en- plainly of theſe Things, you can't be ig- 

nd norant of Satan's Aavicer, and ſo may Devices, 
pals be the better able to avoid chem. Which 
his indeed is the great Deſign of my Writing 
to and Publiſhing this little Manual at this 
o O- Time. And if is ſhall contribute to the 
' Preſervation and Deliverance out of his 
Hands, but of one diſtreſs'd Soul, 1 ſhall 
Thus not repent my Pains or Charges, how 
| great 


great ſoever they are. All the Requitad 


of beth which I here expect, is only your 


hearty Prayers to Almighty God on behalf 
of | | 


Your faithful Ser vans 
March, 4. In the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
1707. John Prince. 


IN. 
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THE 


HAT I have undertaken to give an Ac- 
count of this ſurprizing Providence, tis 


INTRODUCTION. 
not to gratify the Curioſity of ſome, with 


[| the Novelty of the Accident ; much leſs 


to upbraid any with the Atrociouſneſs of the Fact; 
but partly for the illuſtrating of a ſteady divine 
Providence, againſt the impudent Atheiſts of the 
Times; and partly out of an awful Reſpe& unto 
that of the Pſalmiſt, Talk ye of all his wondrous Works, 
Pſal. 105. 2. 

This I have the rather enterpriz'd, for that this 
ſtrange Event happen'd in a Place contiguous with 
mine own Pariſh. Inſomuch as I have had better 
Opportunity to be rightly inform'd in the whole 


Matter, fo I have taken Care not to be ampos'd up- 


on, as to the Truth and Certainty of any part of 
the following Relation ; for I have not contented 
my ſelf to have heard it from the Mouths, but have 
gotten it authenticated under the Hands of thoſe 
who were Eye-Witneſſes, and Hand-Witneſſes 
thereof. 


G 


＋Iimot Ball, of the Town of Totnes, (an ancient 
Corporation in the County of Devon) the 


Widow of one Anthony Ball, lately the Sexon of that 


Pariſh, 


(2) 


Pariſh, being grievouſly diſturb'd in her Mind, hath 
endeavour d, more than once, within a fe, Months 
paſt, to deſtroy her Life. About the 14th or 15th 
of Fannary laſt, ſhe attempted it, by actual hanging 
of herſelf : But it pleas'd God, (O moſt wonderful 
Providence!) juſt as ſhe had finiſh'd that execrable 
Act, that one of her Daughters came in before ſhe 
was quite dead, and cut her down; and in a little 
Time, uſing ſome ordinary Means, brought her to 
her Senſes again. 

This fearful Attempt made her Children and 
Friends more careful of her, and her more careleſs 
of herſelf, than they had been before; ſo that now 
they would no longer truſt her to be alone, but 
{ome or other of them always kept cloſe to her, 
whereſoever ſhe went, to prevent, if poſſible, any 


farther Miſchief of this kind, which the might in- 


tend, or the Devil might tempt her again, to per- 
petrate upon herſelf. 

Notwithſtanding which, being on the 25th Day 
of Fanuary 1707. (which was the Lord's Day) per- 
ſwaded to go to her Pariſh-Church of Totnes, in the 
Afternoon, in Company of her Siſter, while in the 
Seat together, ſhe made ſeveral Motions, as if ſhe 
was willing to go forth; but her Siſter ſtopt her, 
and would not permit her ſo to do, until the whole 
Service was ended. 

After which, being come Home, ſhe pretended 
2 Deſire to take a Walk upon the Bridge belonging 
to the Town of Totnes, ſtanding over the River Dart, 
at the Eaſt End thereof, which (after great Rains 


eſpecially ) comes raging on from the Forreſt of 


Dartmoor, about 14 Miles to the Norward. 

A fair and large Pile, all built of hewn Stone, 
with a Wall at top on each ſide, two Foot and halt 
high, conſiſting of eight or nine very large Arches. 
So that in Length it is no leſs than 340 Foot, and 
in Height 20. Under which, a deep and rapid 


Stream 
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Stream runs, eſpecially when augmented (as it was 
at this Time) by a great Quantity of Rain, and by 
the coming up of the Spring-Tide, then halt Flood, 
the Moon coming full the next Day. Whereby the 
Water under that Arch, where this happen'd, could 
not be leſs than 10 Foot deep. 

Ihe miſerable Woman being come upon this 
Bridge, with a miſchievous Intent towards herſelf; 
for the better effecting thereof, is ſaid to have run 
her Finger (that way to amuſe her) againſt her 
Daughter's Eye, who was leading of her by the 
Arm, and while ſhe was rubbing of it with her o- 
ther Hand, the unhappy Mother, taking ſome Ad- 
vantage of a Heap of Dirt, thrown up in the Cor- 
ner of the Bridge, flung herſelf clearly over. Her 
Daughter held her faſt, it polſible, to have prevent- 
ed her falling down: But inſtead of that, the 
Weight of the Mother pull'd the Daughter after, 
and they both tell headlong into the River. 

In falling, (as is hereafter teſtify d) the Daugh- 
ter did let go her Hold; moſt likely her Senſes fail'd 
her, it being near ten Foot from the Top of the 
Bridge, to tlie Surface of the Water. Some, who 
ſaw them fall, and in the River, are of Opinion, 
that the Daughter, recovering herſelf, ſtood a con- 
ſiderable Time upon the Water, above Breaſt high; 
for the Bottom, in that Place, is ſuppos'd to have 
been above ſix Foot beyond her Length. How ſhe 
might be born up, by her Cloaths, or ſupported by 
ſome other Means, I know not; but the molt pro- 
bable Opinion is, ſhe found Footing in faucibus 
Ereb:, in the Jaws of Death it ſelf, upon a little 
narrow Ledge cf Sand, which the Water in that 
Place had thrown up againſt the Peer. 

Now , for the more full Confirmation of the 
Truth of the foregoing Reletion, I ſhall here inſert 
the Teſtimony, under their Hands, of ſeveral of 


thoſe who were not only Spectators all the While, 


B 2 but 
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but ( ſome of them) actually inſtrumental in this 
great Deliverance. 


To all Chriſtian People, to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, 


Greeting. 


E, whoſe Names are under-written, do here- 

by teſtify the certain Truth of this Narra- 

tive, That Wilmot Ball, of the Town of Totnes, in 
the County of Devon, on the 25th of Fanuary, 
1707. being the Lord's-day, about tour a Clock in 
the Afternoon, did throw herſelf over Totnes ridge. 
into the River, on purpoſe to drown herſelf, At 
which Time there was a conſiderable Land-Flood, 
and a Spring-Tide from the Sea, near half Flood; 
inſomuch, under that Arch, from the top of which 
they fell, the Water muſt be then at leaſt ten Foot 
deep. Her Davghter being with her, either held 
her by the Arm, or caught her by the Cloaths, to 
have preſerv'd her; but the Weight of the Mother, 
drew the Daughter alſo into the River after her; 
who, in falling, was forc'd to let go her Hold, and 


ſo fell, as we ſuppoſe, upon a little Ledge of Sand, 


which the Water had driven up about the Foot of 
the Peer, altho* we are not ſure of that. 


Recovering her Feet, ſhe made after her Mother, . 


and got hold of her, as ſhe lay groveling upon the 
Water to diſpatch herſelf; which brought her near 
out of her Length. However, with a manly Reſo- 
lution, (tho* not above 2e Years of Age) with one 
Hand ſhe held her Mother from getting off farther 


in the River, and with her other kept up her Mouth d 


above Water, being near up to her Chin, until, by de 


God's Providence. a Boat came and took hold of 5 


both of them, juſt ready to link. 
The Daughter was ſoon gotten in; but the Mo- 
ther, being corpulent and heavy, and alſo unwik 


fe 


ling to be fav'd, that ſinall Help could not do it, c 
until 


(9) 


* until another Boat came, and took her in hy Force 
by which Time ſhe was driven down the Stream a 
conſiderable Diſtance from the Place where the fell 

'2 in. Which Danger and Deliverance had ſo little In- 
fluence upon her, that after ſhe was brovght aſhore, 
(fo powerful was the Devil with her) ſhe endeavour'd 

to caſt herſelf in again, and to finith what the had 

oo ſo unchriſtianly and unnaturally begun: But be— 

ming prevented, both Mother and Daughter were 

J> conducted Home in Safety, and are both living. 

m Witneſsour Hands this 10th Day of February, 170). 

* 
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1; Benjamin King 

= George Bagwill, $ Spectators. 
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eld A Deliverance ſo ſurprizing, that the Sight of 

to the Place from whence they fell, and the Apprehen- 

TT, ſidn of the Danger in which they were, could they 

er? be but duly ſenfible thereof, were enough (one 

nd might think) to cauſe them even to die away in 
nd. Wonder and Admiration ; as tis {fory'd of a certain 

t of Gentleman, that, by Night, had rid over a nar- 

row Plank laid over part of Rocheſter Bridge, while 
her, it was in mending ; when he came thither again 
the the next Morning, and ſaw the Smallneſs of the 
hear Plank, and Greatneſs of the River underneath he 
eſo⸗ dy'd away with the Afrizhtment, and Apprehenſi- 
one on of the Danger he had ſo miraculouſly eſcap'd. 
ther Now, it muſt be granted, that ſuch an extraor- 
duth dinary Piety of a Child to her Parent, who in the 
by deep Waters ſo ſtrove to preſerve her Mother's Life, 


id of as not to regard her own, and the wondertul Pre- 

{ſervation of them both, are Examples rarely met 
Mo- with in Hiſtory, and deſerve to be recorded with a 
nwil- Pen of Iron in a Table of Marble. I have induſtri- 
lo it, cuſly ſought for a Parallel hereunto, and I muſt 
until B 2 profeſs. 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


* 
| TY 2 „That which comes neareſt, is what 1 Is 
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profeſs, in all Peints, I can hardly find it; eſpeci- 
ally. as to the Love and Tenderneſs of the tore- 
nam'd young Woman to her Mother. 


113. owt of mention'd by the eloquent Cauſinus, * 
Phot. Bibliot. and other Authors of Credit; and it 
15 thus, 

Upon a violent Eruption of Fire and Flames 
from Mount Atua in Sicih, all the neighbouring 
Inhabitants were alarm'd, and began to carry away 
what was molt precious with them. Two young 
Men there, that were more careful of their aged 
Parents, than their Goods, took the one his Father, 
the other his Mother, upon their Shoulders, and ſo 
made a Paſlage with them through the Flames. 
And *tis added, that God, in Condi deration of this 
Piety, ( though Pagans ) did work 2 Miracle; for 
the Monuments of all Antiquity witneſs, That the 
devouring Flames ſtay'd at this Spectacle ; and the 
Fire w -aftins and broiling all ahout them, the Way 
only through which thoſe two good Sons paſs d, 
Was :rapeſtry' d with a freth Verdure; and afterward 
call'd by Poſterity, from this Accident, The Field 
of the Pious. 

If, as it is confidently reported and believ d by 

ſome, + the young Woman aforeſaid 
+ 3f-, King. did Rand a conſiderable Time in the 
Water, without touching any Ground, 
as before is related, and went a Step or two therein. 
to reach her Mother at a little Diſtance from her, 
this mult be acknowledg'd no leſs a Miracle of God, 
than the ſtopping of the Flames aforeſaid. That 
ihe was worderſully, and almoſt miraculouſly ſup- 
ported and preſerv'd in the greatelt Dangers, no- 
thing regarding what became of herſelf, ſo ſhg- 
might ſave her Mother, is very apparent. And we 
2:4 not queſtion, but the Providence of God will, 
ime Time or other, no leſs figually reward this 
cf 


(7) 


her Duty and Piety, than he hath manifeſted his 
Power in her Deliverance, if ſhe be careful to lead 
the reſidue of her Life and Days as becomes ſo great 
a Mercy. And we hope he hath good Things in 
ſtore yet for the Mother alſo, it ſhe doth not wil- 
fully refuſe em, in that he hath ſo frequently pre- 
ſerv'd her almoſt by Miracle. Which God of his 
Mercy, grant through Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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CHAP. I. 


— l. . 


Ecauſe the abominable Practice of Suicide, or 
Self- Murder, is become ſo very common in this 
Nation, of late Years, more than formerly, there 
having been no leſs than 38 Perſons that deltroy'd 
themſelves the laſt Year in and about London only, 
as appears by the laſt Bill of Mortali- 
ty; * for that and the neighbouring 
City of Wetminſter, and ſeveral alſo in 
thoſe Parts, I think it may be very ſeaſonable to 
add my charitable Endeavours, tor the Prevention 
thereof, at leaſt in theſe Parts, any more for the 
future. This great and pious Enterprize I ſhall 


attempt (God grant an happy Succeſs) theſe four 
Ways. | 


* Bill for the 
Tear 1707. 


\ 


4 Firſt, By ſetting forth the heinous Nature of this 
= 


Secondly, The more immediate Cauſes or Occa- 
ſions thereof. 


Thirdly, The dreadful Dangers that do attend 
H. And. 


Fourthly, Some choice Directions for the better 
woiding of it. 


3 4 Firſt, 
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Firſt, The Murder of one's Self, is a Sin ſo very 
contrary to Nature, that the bleſſed Spirit of God 
has given us, in the holy Scripture, no particular 
Caution or Warning againſt it; as if it thought it 
ſuperfluous (as the wiſe Lacedemonians did, to make 
a Law againſt Parricide, the murdering ot Father 
or Mother) to forbid any One's wilful deſtroying of 
that which every one otherwiſe 1s ready to part 
with all that he has in the World, to preſerve. 
*T was a great Truth, however it proceeded once out 
of the Mouth of the Father of Lies; Skin for Shin, 
and all that a Man bath, will he give for bis Life, Job. 
* 5 

There was heretofore one Timon indeed, the A. 
theman, for his Hatred of Mankind, call'd wicay- 
% ?, the Man-hater, who from a Conſideration 
ot the many Calamities of Human Lite, very cha- 

ritably (as he thought ) erected many 
Heraclit Chi- Gibbets and Gallowſes about lus Villa, 


ſtian, lib. 1. 
e Place of Abode, near Athens, for 


£ diſtreſſed People to come oat, and hang 


themſelves at; that Way to put an 
End to their Miſeries. Having an Occaſion after- 
wards to enlarge his Dwelling, he came running, 
on a Time, into Athens, and loudly proclaim'd it 
through the City, That if any One had Occaſion to 
hang himſelf, he muſt come away quickly, for that 
his Occaſions requir'd him to take down his Gib- 
bets. Nor was his Death different from his Life; 
for, deteſting Humanity, he ordain'd expreſsly, 
that be {ſhould be bury'd, as much as could be, out 
of the $i;;ht of any One: And to that End, no Place 
would ſerve him, but the Edge of the Sea, that by 
the Fury and Repercuſſion of the Waves, all Per- 
ſons might be hinder'd from coming near him: 
And this Epitaph (recited by Plutarch) to be en- 
graven on his Tomb; which, for the Oddneſs 
ercof, I ſhall here recite, 
Having 


(9) 
Having my Life in Miſery conſum d, 
I here in boiſterous Waves do lie intomb'ld : 


And he that would dire Timon's Corps remove, 
Ten thouſand Plagues confound him from above. 


But we ought to look on this Perſon as a Mon- 
ſter, rather than a Man. There 1s no animate 
Creature, how contemptible ſoever, down to the 
meaneſt Worm, but is careful of Self-preſervation. 


Tis wonderful to obſerve what Shifts and Doub- 


lings ſome of a very ſmall Size will make, almoſt 
with as much Sagacity as Man with all his Reaſon 
could poſſibly uſe, were he in their Circumſtances, 
for the Defence of Life. 

We can find but few, among the irrational Part 
of the Creation, if any, that are ever found guilty 
of Self: murder, or that wiltully deſtroy themſelves. 


Tis true, the learned Doctor Donne 


quotes it from St. Amb; ſe, that Pelli- 8 1 
cans and Bees do kill themſelves. And 2. 2 2” 4 
Mr. Topſel, + in his curious Hiſtory of | 
living Creatures, tells us a Story of > oma 1 
an Elephant, That when he had been 
brought, under a Diſguiſe, to cover his own Dam, 
upon the Diſcovery thereof, he ran and brake his 


Neck over the Rocks. All which, if true, (what 


may be greatly queſtion'd) can be no Warrant to a 
Man, to a Chriſtian much leſs, vilely to throw a- 
way that Depofitum of Lite, which, for moſt weigh- 
ty Ends and Purpoſes, God hath repos'd in his 
Hands; and of which, one Day, he muſt give a 
very ſevere Account. 

We meet in the holy Scriptures, as I remember, 
but with four Examples of ſuch as wilfully im- 
bru'd their Hands in their own Blood, (for Sampſon: 
can't be brought into inder) and they are 
Zimri, Saul, Ar" it- 1as. All which hear 
very ill in | , and are not wor- 

thy 
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thy of Imitation among Chriſtians, but Abhor- 


rence. | 


The before-quoted Dr. Donne, (I mult confeſs ) 


with as much Wit, Learning, and Judgment, as can 
„ well be wrapt up in ſo few Sheets, 
Faliſ d I) hath written a Diſcourſe call'd Bia- 


Bis Son, Lon- 


dan, 1648. in thanatos; in which he endeavours to 
g70., make good this Paradox, That Self. 
Rn Homicide (ſo he calls Selt-Murder ) is 
not fo naturally Sin, that it may never be other- 
wife. Whoſe Meaning ſeems to amount to this 
much, That tis poſſible a Perſon may be redue'd 
to fach a Neceſſity, (as a Virgin to preſerve Cha- 

ity, or the like) that it may not be a Sin in him 


ſt iT, 
to thorten his own Days. 


However, it muſt ſtand on the File of Truth, as 
a raFd Caſe, That there is hardly any one in all 
the black Catalogue of Sins, of a more odious, dan- 
gerous, crying Nature, than that of Murder; i. e. 
the violent, malicious, unjuſt taking away the Life 
ol another Perſon: But then (notwithſtanding all 
the Arts, Tricks, and Devices, that can be made 
uſe of by learned and witty Men, fer the Exeuſe or 


Defence thereof) of any other, Self- Murder will be 
found to be the moſt hainous and abominable of all. 


What Hopes of Mercy can ſuch have, as beſmear d 
all over with their own Blood, wilfully fpilt by 


- * 
* 


their own! Hands, expreſsly contrary to his Com- 
mand, Thon Rat not kill, ſhall come before that 
awful Judge, who is of purer Eyes, than to behold 
the leaſt Iniquity? Habak. 1. 13. Or where can 
ſuch appear, as have maliciouſſy defac'd that beau- 
teous Image of himſelf, God has been pleas'd to 
draw upon their Perſons? A very bold Stroke for 
any to murder him in Effigie ! *One'Hacket,n Queen 
Elizabeth's Days, was condemn'd and executed for 
deſperately ſtriking at her Majeſty in her Picture 
with his Dagger, aiming at her Heart therein, by 
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Proportion.“ So very hainous is this * Dr. Fuller's 
zin of Self-Murder, that it can hardly Chur. Hiſt. l.g. 


be iinagin'd or expreſs d. Avoid it 7 Anno 


Secondiy, Let us proceed to enquire into the 
more immediate Cauſes os Occaſions of this abomi- 
nable Sin. 
We may wonder indeed, that fo deſperate a 


Wickedneſs ſhould be ever found inter feces Poppli, 


among the very Dregs of the People. But of late 
we have had ſome fad Examples thereof among Per- 
ſons of Quality, Senſe, and Education, eminent 


for Parts, Learning, and Preferment. Inſomuch 


we may jaſtly wonder what ſhould be the Cauſe or 
Occaſion of it. The Death of our. famous Eugliſi 
Luchreechius in Oxford, who was found to have 
hang'd himſelf in a Garret, was owing ( moſt pro- 
bably) to his Vanity, that he might in all Things 
be (too) like the Author he had ſo in- : 

genmouſly tranſlated. Of whom it is Dr. Beard's 
reported, * That Tucretius the Poet, 93 
taking à Love-Potion, was by the „ent in Hf 
Force thereof, depriv d of his Senſes; Murder, pag. 
and thereupon depriv'd himfelf of his 315. Edit. 4. 

Life. There mult certainly be fome 
more than ordinary Impulſe in the Matter, or ſo 
many fearful Tragedies of this kind, would never 


have been acted among Perſons of all Profeſſions, 


as have been on the Stage of England of late Years. 
The Matter- poſſibly may be reſolv'd into ſome 
or other, or all of theſe four following Occaſions. 


Firſt, God permitting. * 
Secondly, The Devil tempting. 
Thirdly, The World betraying. 
Fourthly, The Fleſh conſenting. 


CHAP. 


yet : — > - 
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CHAP. III. 
Irſt, As to Almighty God, we ought to be very 


cautious, as well what we think, as what we | 
ſpeak of him. We are not ſo much as to ſuppoſe, | 
that he doth any way approve of ſo flagitious a 
Crime, or in the leaſt contribute towards the Viti- 


oſity of the Fact, any farther than by the bare Per- 


miſſion thereof. Let no Man ſay, ſays the Apoſtle, 
when he is tempted, I am tempted of God; for God can- | 
wot be tempted with Evil, neither tempteth he any Man. | 


Jam. I. 12. 


However, God may be provok d to that degree | 
of Indignation, as to ſuffer a Man to commit ſuch 


2 piece of Villany upon his own Self. By a conti- 
nu'd Courſe in known Sin, or by running into 
ſome notorious Crime, God may be incens'd ſo far, 


as to withdraw his abus'd Grace. V hom he will, 


faith St. Paul, he hardens. Rom. 9. 18. Non pecca- 
tum infundendo, ſed gratiam auferendo ; not by infu- 
ſing of Sin into any, but by withdrawing his Grace 
and the Operations of his holy Spirit from many. 
So then there are particular Sins that may do it; 
and it may here be profitably enquir'd, what they 


are, [which may provoke God ſo high, as to leave 


the Committers of them, to be their own Mur- 
derers.] We find theſe three more eſpecially have 
done it; Contempt of the Goſpel, Perſecution of the 


Church, and ſecret Murder of another. 


Firſt, The Contempt of that Goſpel which God, 
from ſuch infinite Love, and with ſuch infinite 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom, has been pleas'd, beyond 
all fair Denial, to communicate to. the World, for 
the Salvation of Mankind, may, and hath juſtly 
done it. To deſpiſe thoſe Riches .of his Mercy, 
and ridicule the Methods of his Wiſdom in wr 

| moſt 
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Clerk of London, another bitter Enemy 
to the Goſpel. So did Levar, a Huſband-man, that 
2 mock'd and ſcorn'd at that holy Martyr, Biſhop 
Latimer. So did one Smith, a Lawyer, and ſeveral 
others, which may be ſeen in Dr. Beard's Theatre of 
God's Fudgments, pag. 65. Edit. 4. 


1) 


moſt weighty Affair of the Redemption of the World 
by the Death of his Son, may provoke him to that 
Pitch of Indignation, as to ſuffer audacious Wretch- 
es Free all their Pretenſions to Wit and Senſe) to 


fall into this Sin: Yea, and it hath done it, as by 
the following Examples may appear. One Clark, 


an 1 Enemy to the Goſpel, hang'd himſelf in 
2 the 


ower in King Edward the VI's 


Days. So did Pavier, the Town- * Beard'sThe- 


atre, l. 2. p. 316 


Nor hath God left himſelf without Witneſs here- 


unto in this preſent Age. There was lately Mr. 
Blount, the Ring- leader of thoſe that call themſelves ' 
Deiſts, the infamouſly famous Author of The Oracles | 


of Reaſon, lay d violent Hands on himſelf. So did 


another of the ſame Tribe, not long 


fince; whoſe Name my Author * E Ale- 
thought fit to conceal. For Confir- 9410 with p 
mation of which, give me leave to in- he gd $1 
ſert here the Words of a late judicious af 
Author * to this Purpoſe. 


The Hand, ſays he, of that Scorner, (Mr. Blount ) 
which durft write ſuch ontragious Blaſphemies againſt 
his Maker, the divine Vengeance has made his own Ex- 
ecutioner. Which I would not have mention'd, (becauſe 
the Ihe Fudgment bath befallen others) but that the 
Theiftical Club have ſet this up as a Principle, and 
printed a Vindication of him, for murdering himſelf, by 
way of Fuſtification of Self Murder; which ſome of 


them ſince, as well as formerly, have horridly 


practis d upon themſelves. Therefore this is no com- 
mon Fudgnment to which they are deliver d, but a 2 
Mar 
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Mark ſet upon them, to ſhem how far God has forſaken || k1 
them; and as a Caution to all Chriſtians to beware af be 
them. So he. 8 N 
This Author having call'd (in the firſt Edition of th 
this Book) the ſaid Mr. Rlount, the execrable Charles be 
: Blount, ſome of his Admirers were offended at it, o. 
and cavill'd with him for it, as a Reflexion upon] li 
his Family. Unto whom he returns an Anſwer | 
worthy of a Chriſtian. Seeing be ſets himſelf, ſaith | 
he, with his whole Might, to oppoſe and ridicule the 
Birth, Paſſion, Reſurrection, Aſcention, and all that is | 
ſaid of our Chrift and God in the boly Goſpel, and all“ 
reveal d Religion; and again, confidering that his moſt | 
pernicious Books ( many of which were well nigh loſt) are 
of late carefully collected and reprinted, to the Scandal of 
a Chriftian Country, and diſpers'd to poyſon the Nation. 
I. ſay, all this being duly conſider d, I have no Apvlegy to 
make for calling this Man Execrable ; nor can I retradt © 
or compound it, ſeeing it is come to this, that either his te 
blaſpbemous Works, (who ſet himſelf at the Head of the 
Deiſts, and after whom they now copy) or elſe the Geſpel |? 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, muſt remain execrable. Nor tt! 
would I give, ſays he, better Quarter to the Greateſt |: C 
King upon Earth, who ſhonld do the ſame. And this d 
may ſerve as ſuch full Conviction in this Matter, 
as to engage all, who value this Life, or that to 
come, to beware how they come near the Tents of 
theſe wicked Men, leaſt they periſh alſo in their 
Deſtruction, juſt in the manner as they did. 


| Secondly, We find many bloody Perſecutors of 
the Church of God, who have become the juſt Exe- 
cutioners of his Wrath upon themſelves. I ſhall 
Here crave Leave to confirm this alſo, by a few In- 
ſtances out of many. Pontius Pilate, (to go no far- 
ther back ) that condemn'd our Saviour, the Head 
of his Church, to be crucify'd, although he ac- 
i knowledg'd 


(AK O) fo fa feng fron pap yu = Ri 


3.) 


E-13-) 


„ knowledg'd he found no Fault in him, 
if being ſent for by the Emperor Caligula, „r. Beard's 

to make his Appearance at Rome, and ee ay : 
there to anſwer ſuch Things as ſhould nes, + #2. 


2c | be alledg'd againſt him, (being conſci- Edit. 4. 


+ © ous in himſelf what he had deſerv'd) 

n] like a deſperate Man, to 3 the Pumſhment 
er N that he fear d, willingly offer d Violence to his own 
h! Life, and kill'd himſelf. Nero, the firſt and moſt 
he cruel Perſecutor of the Chriſtians, in ſo much that 
5; their own Enemies pity'd them, being fallen out of 
1{ the Love and Favour of the Senate and: People of 
oft 2 Rome, (ſeeing no Hope of Eſcape) fell upon his own 
re Sword, and flew himſelf. Diocleſian was another 
of . Example of this kind; he caus'd the Chriſtians 
n. Churches to be beaten down, and their Bibles burn'd 
to and torn in pieces; any that were in pablick Off 
% ces, to be depos'd, and left no Device unpractis'd, 
i; to deſtroy the Chriſtian Religion: 


Reign, he rais'd the tenth and ex- 3 Fa. 
treameſt Perſecution againſt the 
Church; in which 17000 Men, Women, and Chil- 
his dren, were martyr'd within one Month; the Chri- 
ſtians Torments laſting ten Years without Inter- 
miſſion: Being at length himſelf tormented with 
divers ſtrange Diſeaſes, his Palace burn'd with Fire 
ir from Heaven, &c. he fell mad, and , 8 
 kill'd himſelf. * I ſhall inſtance at „ Bud ibi. 
preſent but in one more, and that is . 
Bajazet, the raging Turk; he was outragious in 
his Hatred againſt all Chriſtendom, but e pecially 
againſt Conſtautinople- But he was taken Priſoner 
at length by Tamberlane, who bound him with 
Chains of Gold, and carry'd him about in-an Iron 
Cage, to make himſelf Sport with him ; until at 


gainſt the Bars thereof. It would be almoſt endleſs 


to 


And in the nineteenth Year of his Leigh. O/o 


laſt the wretched Prince daſh'd out his Brains a- 


. 

0 
$' 
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once betray'd the Murder he had committed, by 
that being aſk d the Queſtion, he confeſs'd the | 


„De. Beard's ment thereof. Capt. Beſſus, that had ; 
Theatre of murder d his Father ſuddenly with his | 


(16) 
to give the ſad Examples of this kind, which occur 
in Hiſtory ; wherefore let theſe ſuffice. | 

Laſtly, To inftance but in one Sin more at pre- 
ſent, which hath provok'd God thus to abandon 
People, and that is ſecret and cruel Murder, When 
the Matter has been carry'd ſo privately, that it 
hath eſcap'd the Puniſhment of Man, God has made 
oftentimes the Actors thereof to become their own 
bloody Executioners. I the rather mention this, 
for that Fhave heard *twas the Guilt and Horror of 
this very Sin which caus'd the miſerable Woman 
before-mention'd to make theſe horrible Attempts 
upon her own Life. 

There are divers Examples of thoſe whom this 
very Sin has made, ſome voluntarily, ſome invo- 
luntarily, to accuſe, condemn, and puniſh them- 
ſelves in a dreadful manner. Such was that upon 
the Murderers of Theoderick, Biſhop of Trevers : Two | 
of them that lay'd their Hands to this Murder, flew | - 
themſelves moft deſperately. Another Murderer | 
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his own Sighs ; which were ſo deep and inceſſant, 


Crime, and ſuffer d the due Puniſh- 


God's Fudg- 7 | 
3 725 - Spear, tore down a Swallow's Neſt in 


10. . 285, 286. the Chimney of the Room where he 
| was; and being aſk d the Reaſon why | 
he did fo? Do you ot hear, ſaid he, how they accuſe 
me of murdering my Father? The Matter being en- 
quir'd into, he was found guilty, and ſuffer'd the 
Death of a Parricide. Above all, the Execution of 
God's Vengeance is moſt notably manifeſt in the 
Detection and Puniſhment of. Parthenius, Treaſurer 
to one of the Kings of France ; having traiterouſly 
flain an eſpecial Friend of his, together with his 
Wife, when no Man ſuſpected him thereof, he ” 
bo cus' 


(17) 
r cus d himſelf after this ſtrange manner; as he ſlept 
in his Bed, ſuddenly he roar'd out moſt pitifully, 
crying for Help, or elſe he periſh'd. Being demand- 
nk ed, What he ail d? half aſleep, he anſwer'd, That 
n his Friend Auſanius, and bis Wife, whom he had ſlain 
it | long ago, had ſummon'd him to Judgment, before the 
Tribunal of God. Upon which Confeſſion, he was 


guilty, and ſton'd to Death. Whereby you ſee, 
that although all Witneſles fail, yet a Murderer 
oftentimes becomes his own Accuſer, Witneſs, and 
Executioner alſo. 


= 


2 provoke Almi ie God to leave wretched Crea- 
o- tures to themſelves; whereby they come to make 
Attempts upon their own Lives: And with this, 
f a 
on how far he may be concern'd in the Matter. 


— —— _ — —— — 


GHAT. Iv. 

; Times, is the Devil. He is ſaid to have been a 
2 Murderer from the Beginning, Fob. 8. 44. and he 
is ſtill inſtigates and ſtirs up the Paſſions of Men 
in thereunto, as much as he can. 
7 Tis true, without God's Permiſhon, the Devil 
can't touch us, in the leaſt Concern we have. He 
could not hurt one rotten Sheep, or one dull Aſs, of 
all Job's large Store, until God ſaid unto him, Be- 
bold, all that be hath, is in thy Power, Job 1. 12. And 
then he ſoon ruin'd him, with all his Concerns; 
in his Children, in his Goods, and in his Health too. 

There are abroad in the Nation, ſome conceited 
Opiniaſters, who are bold enough to ſay, The 
Devil can't inflict Liſeaſes, the Devil can't raiſe 


Storms and Tempeſts; both which, are plainly con- 
5 fated 


apprehended ; and after due Examimation, found 


Thus have I ſhewn you, what Sins are wont to 


Econdly, A ſecond Cauſe of Self. Murder, many 
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futed in the two firſt Chapters of the Book of Fob. 
And farther, the Devil can't aſſume any bobily 
Shape; can't carry, or make a Man fly in the Air; 
all which are as clearly diſprov'd in the fourth Chap- 


* i 
* 


ter of St. Matthew's Goſpel, Verſe 3, 4, 5. For that Þ 
long Dialogue, the Devil there held with our Savi- 
our, was in fome bodily Shape or other, though | 
not expreſly reveal'd what it was; and his placing 
him upon the Pinacle of the Temple at Jeruſalem, 
and his taking him up into an exceeding high 
Mountain, and ſhewing him all the Kingdonis of 
the World, in a Moment of Time, Luke 4. 5. very 
fully demonſtrates, what Power he hath of con- 
veying human Bodies (and why not others alſo?) 
from one Place to another, and in how little Time. 
We, who are cloath'd with Fleſh and Blood, are 
very incompetent Judges of the Strength and Pow- |? 
er of incorporeal Spirits, whether good or evil: 
And tis great Preſumption in any of us, poſitively N 


to determin, what they can, or cannot do. 


The Devil then (whom I would not willingly |] | 
belye) is very often the Author (or chief Agent) 
of this abominable Sin of Self- murder, more eſpeci- 


ally theſe two Ways. 
Firſt, By outward Temptations. 
Secondly, By inward Poſſeſſions. 


Firſt, By outward Temptations. He hath ve- 


ty frequently appear'd under various Shapes and 
Forms, unto ſome forlorn and diſtreſs'd Creatures, 
both Men and Women, and not only ſollicited 
them to commit this Evil upon themſelves, but alſo 
actually aſſiſted them therein, or they could never 
have effected it in ſuch a manner as they have. Thus 
3 ſome have been hang'd -* with their 
3 Ihe - Knees almoſt touching the Ground; 
ff. 25. cap. 12. NE 7 h 
5. 30 edit. g. Others upon a Twig, not ſtrong enoug 


15 to bear the Weighth of the tenth Part 
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pear d, an 
vote himſelf to him, Soul and Body, 


( 19) 


* Bodies; others have been drown'd in a Pud- 
d 


23 


e, not up to their Knees z and others in a Baſon 
of Water, brought them in their Chambers, to 
waſh their Hands; a fad Inſtance whereof, we 
had not long ago, in this Country. | 
Many are the Examples recorded by Hiſtorians; 
(whoſe Authority we have no Ground to queſtion) 
how the Devil has appear'd in human (and other) 
Shapes, and tempted poor People to give them- 
ſelves to him; promiſing them, if they would do 
ſo, the certain Enjoyment of Riches, Pleaſures, 


Preferments, and the like. Though I could give 


you Examples of each Kind, I ſhall at preſent in- 


ſtance only in the laſt In a Bizan- 


tin * N unto whom the Devil ap- * Lonic. The- 
promis'd, if he would de- 47. pag. 154. 


he would make him Biſhop of Rome, the higheſt 
Dignity in the Church. The ambitious old Man 


readily did it; and at the next Vacancy of that 


Throne, he was elected accordingly. But as he 
was going to Rome, to poſleſs it, Satan met him, 
and would inſtantly have carry'd him away. The 
Biſhop, at the Sight of him, was greatly terrify d, 
but thought to have defended himſelf againſt him, 
with divers Signs of the Croſs; the which the De- 
vil, nothing regarding, is ſaid only to have reci- 
ted this Diſtick; which, one would think, muſt . 
be of the Devil's making, they being the ſame Words 
and Letters forward and backward. 


Signa te, Signa; temere me tangis et angis 
Roma tibi ſubito Motibus ibit amor. 


and with that, took him with him. So that all the 
Devil's fine Aſſurances of this Kind, do uſually con- 
clude either in his immediate deſtroying thoſe for- 


lorn Wretches, or in his continu'd Sollicitations of 


C2 them, 


— 
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them, until he has perſwaded them to deſtroy them- 

felves. % 


Secondly, The Devil may hurry on miferable 
Creatures (forſaken of God) to deſtroy themſelves, 
by inward Poſſeſſions. | 

We read in the Goſpel, of many that were poſ- 
ſeſs'd of Devils, 7. e. thoſe evil Spirits had found a 
Way to get into em, and take Poſſeſſion of them, 
as a Man may of his Houſe, Luke 11. 26. * ¹ẽs 
eng, although in what particular Room they have 
reſided, whether in the Head, or Heart, or Liver, 
or Conſcience. or in all at once, we can hardly de- 
termin. Before our Saviour's coming in the Fleſh, 
the Devil had gotten a ſtrange Power, and Domi- 
nion in the World, as may appear from the Multi- 
tudes of thoſe kind of People, as were brought to 
him for a Cure. But how ftubborn ſoever thefe 
Dzmons were before, they could not reſiſt his 
Word ; for, preſently, upon our Saviour's Nati- 
vity, the Devil was ſtruck dumb, and his Oracles 


ceas'd in his moſt famous Temples; and he could 


no longer delude the World with his Amphibo- 
logies, or doubtful Anſwers, which commonly 
would admit of two contrary Interpretations, as, 
This, redibis, mmquam per bella peribis. Thou ſhalt 
go, thou ſhalt return; never thou ſhalt periſh by 
War Thou ſhalt go, thou ſhalt return never; thou 
halt periſh by War. The one anſwering to the 
Humour of the Party, that made the Enquiry, and 
the other to the Truth. And this fully appears 
from that famous Paſſage, mention'd by ſome of 
the Roman Writers; when Auguſtus Ceſar conſulted 
the Oracle at Delphos, ahont his Succeſſor, juſt af- 
ter our Saviour was born, (for Hnperante Auguſto natus 
eft Chriſtus, Imperante Tiberio crucifixus) he recew'd 
this Auſwer, without any Amphibolic. 

| Puer 


r A 


Th) 


Puer Hebraus Diis beatis imperans, jubet me * 
Hanc domum linquere, & rurſus iu Orcum reverti ; 
Duod ſupereſt, abi tacitus ex aris noſtris. 


| Which may thus be render'd into-Engli/þ 


| An Hebrew Child forbids me here to ſay, 

= And unto Hell, doth bid me haſte away : 

© Now, that is all : Silent, be gone, 1 fay. 

0 However, the Devil has not now that Liberty and 
„ | Power, in, and over human Creatures, he had 
* heretofore; yet we need not queſtion, but there are 
* Poſſeſſions ſtill, altho' not altogether fo frequent 
= and common as of old. I my ſelf have known three 
fs or four in one Family. which, I believe, were poſ- 
bs {eſs'd, as really as were many of thoſe in our Sa- 
the viour's Time, When I have been ſent for to viſit 


-s | them, in the Way of my Profeſſion, they have 
14 | told me, They could not read; for, when they 
0 have taken the Bible with an Intention ſo to do, 
ly Sparks of Fire would ſeem to them, to be caſt be- 
as. | fore their Eyes, and upon the Book. And when 
"ie Ry have gone to pray, inſtead of being able to ſay * 
by God, they ſhould have the Word inverted and be 
hou |  Prompted to ſay it backward. They were under no 
the | apparent bodily Diſtemper, more than what was cau- 
and ſed by thoſe fearful Obſeſſions: But, being at length, 
a9 un weary d out, they all dy'd but one, who ſtil} 
ſurvives, Of whom J thall only ſay, that however 
lted | they were, by God's hidden Counſel, given over to 
k af- Satan, iis o Ney oaex@, to the Deſtruction of the 
nat | Fleſh, (as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, 1 Cor. 5.5.) yet 
ewd being pious, and ſober young People, it was, that 
the Spirit might be ſav d in 15 Day of the Lord Jeſus. 
3 Mpeere 
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There are ſome (to the great Diſparagement of 
our Saviour's Meſſiah-ſhip, as I take it) who ſay, 
+ That Chriſt did not caſt out Devils 
Doc, De- properly focall'd, and that thoſe De- 
% I 4. vyils in the Goſpel, ſaid to be caft out 
. by him, were only Diſeaſes which he 
wn N. heal'd. But Doctor Hammond tells us, 
. 1e. * That many Diſeaſes, which our Sa- 
17. 15. c. "Ib 5 3 
Joh. J. 20. J. viour cur'd, were caus'd by the Ma- 
© s lice of the Devils, that were gotten 
into People, as Epilepſies, or the Falling-ſickneſs, 
Mania, or Frenſies and Madneſs, and ſuch like. 
And that therefore, before any ſuch Diſeaſe could 
be cur'd, the Devil mult be caſt out. Hence it is 
plain, that our Saviour's caſting ont of Devils, 1s 
much more than the mere curing of Diſeaſes. The 
Devil was firſt to be caſt out ordinarily, before 
the Cure could be made effectually. 
That many in thoſe Days, eſpecially, were pol- 
ſes'd, not merely with natural Diſeaſes, but real 
Devils, is plain from hence; when the holy Jeſus 
was about to diſpoſſeſs the poor Man in the Gol- 
pel, of a Legion of Devils, they beſought him, 
that he would not command them away, 4 T1v A- 


Pucocv, into the great Aby{sof Hell, from whence 


they came; but that they might be permitted to go 
into the Herd of Swine, then feeding on the neigh- 
bouring Mountain; and he granted em, Luke 8. 31. 
A pretty Conceit indeed, that theſe Devils were 
Diſeaſes only, which did heſeech our Saviour here- 
in. But they being ſuffer'd ſo to go, we ſee what 
real Devils they were; for the whole Herd ran vio- 
lently down a fteep Place, into the Sea, (about 
2000 in Number) and all periſh'd in the Waters. 
Where you may obſerve, how very quickly the De- 
vil brings thoſe to DeſtruRtion, whom God is pleas'd 
to gte up into his Power, to poſſeſs and do with 
th atehe pleaſes. So much for this Cauſe of 
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CHAP, v. 


1 Another Cauſe, or Occaſion at leaſt, 


1 of Self-Murder, is the World; i. e. the Poſ- 
ſeſſions, and Enjoy ments of the World. In Re- 
ſpect to which, the Apoſtle cautions us very well, 
T Joh. 2. 15. Love not the World, nor the Things that be 


zu the World. Not, but that the Creatures of God, 
as they came out of his Hand, are good and love- 
ly; but meeting with our corrupt Affections, they 


turn to our Evil, and ſometimes our greateſt E- 
vil, our own Deſtruction. Let me crave Leave to 


| inftance in a few Particulars of the World, that 
have been found to do ſo. 


1. An immoderate Love of Friends and Relati- 
ons, has prov'd oftentimes an Occaſion of Self- 


Murder. There is, tis true, hardly any Thing in 
the World, more dear, or tender, than a Friend, 
He is alter ego, a Second-ſelf; that is, ſometimes 
2 dearer than the firſt. And how many Examples 


are there in Hiſtory, of thoſe that would not 


cut-live their Friend, but with their own Hands, 


have made a Paſſage for their Souls, to go ſeek him 
in the Shades below ? How have many, becauſe they 


could not obtain their Loves, deftroy'd their own 


Lives ? And how have many, that have loſt them 
again, poſted after them in a String? The Stories 
of Hero and Leander; of Pyramis and Thijby, are 
tao Poetical, to be here inſerted. Come we to 
thoſe which are more ſubſtantial. Portia, the 
Daughter of Cato, and Wife of Brutus, (both great 
Perſons in the Common-wealth of Rome) hearing 
of the Death of her Huſband at Philippi, fought 
for a Knife to kill her ſelf; * which 
being deny'd her, ſhe eat burning 23 * 
Coals, and fo ended her Days. Mar- 2. 5 885 
cus Flaut ius, was a noble Roman; ang 
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( 24) 
ploy'd in the Wars for his Country : But upon his 
Return, finding his Wife Oreſtilla deceas d; the 
griev d Huſband fell upon his Sword, and dy'd. 
But we need not go ſo far as Rome, for Examples of 
this Kind; it is recorded in the Antiquities of De- 
8 „ von, * of one Mr. Farrendon, a Gent le- 
„ Mr. Rild. man of good Quality and Eſtate, ha- 
Deſeript. of ” 8 
Dev. in Far- ving marry'd a Gentlewoman of great 
ren. MS. Accompliſhments, out of Portledge-Hoyſe, 
) in this County and in a little Time af- 
ter, bury'd her, not being able to bear fo heavy a 
Misfortune, he hang'd himſelf in his Garters, at his 
 Bed-polts, though thereby he did put a Period to 
his Name and Family in theſe Parts. *Tis, as 
Travellers report, the frequent Practice in the In- 
dies, when the Huſband dies, for the moſt beloved 
of his Wives, to aſcend the Funeral-pile, on which 
the Corps are laid, and burn her ſelf with it, even 
unto this Day. All which is ment ion'd, not as an 
Encouragement, in a like Caſe, but a Caution; 
And to let you ſee what an inordinate Loys of Re- 
lations, hath tranſported ſome People to. | 
Wealth and Riches have often prov'd the Occa- 
ſion, to many deſperate People, to deſtroy them- 
ſelves. Upon great Loſſes, and ſuddain Diſap- 
point ments, how have they run? Some to a Halter, 
ſome to a Sword, ſome to a Whirl-pool, and ſome 
to ſome other Inſtrument of Miſchief, as the Devil 


has directed them, that could beſt haſten on Death, 


becauſe they have loſt their Wealth: Thus is it re- 
e ported of a coretous Wretch, that had, 
44. I. 2. c. 12. by his Extortion, undone one or two 
f. 310. good Families; being himſelf arreſted 
for a Debt, rather than he would pay 
it, tho* able enough, cut his own Throat after a 
molt fearful and terrible manner. So true is that 
of the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 6. 9, 10. The Love of Money, 
3s the Root of all Evil, Which, while ſome have 3 
„ pete 
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veted after, have err d from the Faith, and pierc'd 
themſelves thorow with many Sorrows : And 'tis 


no leſs certain, they that! will be rich, fall into 
2 Temptation, and a Snarez into many hurtful 


and fooliſh Luſts, which drown Men in Deſtructi- 
on and Perdition. Strange it is, any ſhould be ſo 
! infatuated with the Love of Riches, as to prefer a 


little ſmall Heap thereof, to their own Lives and 


 Souls- Not conſidering, when once loſt, they can't 
be redeem'd at the Expence of the whole World, 
if they had it at Command. That's a Queſtion 
propos d by our Saviour, which the greateſt Mamo- 
niſt is not able to anſwer, V hat ſhall a Man be pro- 
” fited, if be ſhall gain the whole World , and loſe his own 
Soul ? Or what ſhall a Man give in Exchange for his 
” Soul ? Mat. 16. 26. 


Thirdly, There is ſomething more, which ſome 


: value above their own Lives, and that is. the Ho- 
| nour and Reputation of the World. *Tis highly 


true, that a good Name is a,Bleſling of great Value; 
Solomon tells us, Tis better than precious Ointment, Eccl. . 


I. Which, in thoſe Days, was held among the choiceſt 


Treaſures of the Eaſt. Reputation gotten in the 
Way of Vertue and Piety, is highly to be eſteem'd. 
But as there is Science, falſely fo call'd, fo there 
is Honour that is ſo too. No nearer a-kin to true 
Honour, than a Briffol-Stone to a true Diamond: 
And that is an Itch (with which the young Beaux 


ol the Nation, are too much infected) to be thought 


brave and gallant,by throwing away their Lives in 
Revenge of a ſuppos'd Affront, or an imagin'd In- 
dignity that has been offer'd them; rather than 
they will ſwallow a Contempt, tho? but in a Word, 
or Look, they will run their Bodies upon their Ad- 
verſary's Swords: Which, undoubtedly, in the Ac- 
count of God, and good Men, is as much Self- 
Murder, as if they had run them upon their 15 
| 5 


a. 


This is ſo far from true Honour, in the Opini- 


on of the beſt Judges, that it begets a Blot and a a 


Stain, not eaſily waſt'd off again, although it be 
done with Tears. It being the Glory of a Man, 
in the Senſe of the wiſeſt earthly King that ever 
was, not to revenge, but to paſs 75 an Offence, Prev. 
19.11. Hear his own Words, The Diſcretion of a 
Man deferreth bis Anger, and it is his Glory to paſs over a 
Tranſgreſion. Yet how has this falſe Notion of 
Honour, caus'd many hot-headed Men to throw 
away their own Lives, and hazard thoſe of their 
Friends and Acquaintance, to uphold and main- 
tain it? Quite forgetting, that of the ſame royal 
Authour elſewhere, 4 Man of Underſtanding, is of an 
excellent Spirit. i. e. of a cool Frame and Temper of 
Mind, Prov. 17. 27. For however any may value 
*emſelves,tor their hot, huffiſh, cholerick Diſpoſition, 
Tet he that it flow to Anger, is better than the Mighty; 
and he that ruleth his Spirit, than he that taketh a 
City, Chap. 16. 32. | 

But then there is another Notion, which ſome 
take up of Honour, ſomewhat a-kin to the former; 
the which, if they have loft, they don't think their 
Life is worth the keeping: That is, when from 
Credit and Reputation, they have fallen into Igno- 
miny, Diſgrace, Shame, Contempt, they have never 
regarded their Lives after. Thus Brutus, that brave 
Roman, being conquer'd by Auguſtus, at Philippi, 
fell upon his own Sword. Andfo did Marcus Antonius 
too. Cleopatra, the famous Queen of Egypt, taken 
Priſoner at the ſame Time, by the ſame Auguſtus, 
underſtanding ſhe was reſerv'd for his Triumph, in 
Indignation, clap'd an Aſp to herleft Arm(brought 
to her in Priſon, in a Baſket of Fruit, or Flowers) 
by the Venom whereof, ſhe. dy'd away, as in a 
Sleep. Moſt famous is the Story of Lucretia, a Ro- 
man Lady, who being raviſh'd by Tarquin the 
-7ounger, impatient of the Injury and Dif! 1. 


: (27) 
. © flew. her ſelf openly. It was grown into a Proverb 
e among the Romans, Praſtat emori, quam per dedecus 


, [© vivere 

T | | - . o 

;, Better far it is to die, | 

a © Than to live in Ignomy. a 
7 

8 


f © Whereas, tis truly better to undergo all the Shame 
„and Contempt in the World, than for any to em- 
xr |© brue their Hands in their own Blood. However, 
- it muſt be granted, that Shame and Diſgrace, have 
frequently betray d People into that Mifchief. Sa- 
1 much for the Third Occaſion, 
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2 CHAP. IV. 


urthly, Another Occaſion of Self-Murder, is, 
; from the Fleſk conſenting. Nothing ordinari- 
r ly can hurt us, without our own Conſent. The 
World and the Devil may tempt us, but they can't 
compel us; twould be much {adder with Mankind 
r than it is, if they could. But fo deceitful, and 
+ deſperately wicked are their own Hearts, that to a- 
void Pain and Torment, either of the Mind, or of 
the Body, People have often conſented to their own 
1 Deſtruction. 15 | 
g We have read (or heard) of many, who, when 
3 but to the Rack, rather than undergo the Torture —= 
t thereof, have accus'd themſelves of capital Crimes, | 
) Jvhich they were never guilty of. And fearful Ex- | 
2 amples there are of thoſe alſo; who rather than | 
„ Ecndure the Sting of a guilty Conſcience, have deſ- 
e perately deſtroy'd themſelves ; as did Judas, and | 
divers others. As there are of a third Sort, who, | 
„ unable to bear the Pain and Loathſomneſs of their 


(38 ) 

bodily Diſeaſes, have wilfully put a Period to their 
: loath'd Lives. Thus is it ſtory'd of 

* 19 — * Herod the Great, (who caus'd the In- 
9. p. 29. 5. fants of Bethlehem to be cruelly mur. 
der d) that ſmitten with ſuch a ſtink- 

ing and filthy Diſtemper, that few or none durſt 
approach him, lying in this wretched Plight, and 
— no Remedy, he went about to kill himſelf; 
and not being able to effect it, by and by he Was 
forc'd to ſuffer his Torments. At laſt, mad and di. 


ſtracted, he ended his Days. + Galer:-# 


+ 74. ibid. p. ws alſo, the Emperor of Rome, after he 
316. had tormented the Chriſtians, and, by 
all cruel Means, attempted to root 


them out, fell into a grievous Diſeaſe: Through 


the Torment whereof, which he was not able to bear 
any longer, he thruſt his Sword into his own Bow: 
els, and ſo miſerably ended his Days. 


This Practice became ſo common among the em,, 
as well as the Romans, that if any complain d otÞ 
ſome great Calamity, under which they were fal- 
len, the uſual Anſwer they had, was this, Ion have 
the Remedy in your own Hands ; you may caſe' your ſelves 
thereof, as ſoon as you liſt : Meaning, they might 
kill themſelves. Iwas a generally receiv'd Max- 
im among ſome of the ancient Philoſophers, That] 


no one could be long miſerable, unleſs he himſelf 


did pleaſe to be fo: Intending a Remedy worſe than 


the Diſeaſe, that of Self-Murder. | 


Whereas, how agreeable either the Advice or Pra- 


Etice is, to true Fortitude, (which is no leſs ſeen in 
ſuffering, than in doing) let he that can, declare. 
*Tis the Aſſertion of one of their own Poets, 


Ille vere fortis, qui Miſer eſſe poteſt. 


That Man is braveft, ſure 
ho Mis'ry can engure, 


7 
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A Doctrine which better becomes Chriſtians to pra- 


| Riſe, than Heathens to preach: For, as they have 
| wiſer Directions, ſo they have nobler Examples of 
bearing Affliction patiently. 


7 
4 
7 


1 
ml 
= 
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Our bleſſed Saviour propos'd himſelf as a Pat- 


tern of this Kind, ordering all his Followers to 


walk in his Steps, eſpecially in this Matter; who, 
when he was revil'd, ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Pet, 2. 21, 
22, 23. revil'd not again; when he ſuffer'd, he 


© threaten'd not, but committed himſelf to him that 


judgeth righteouſly. St. James alſo very well ad- 


viſes us, Fam. 5. 1o, II. to take the Prophets, who 
have ſpoken in the Name of the Lord, for an Ex- 


ample of ſuffering Affliction, and of Patience; and 


by Name he recommends Fob, Te have beard of the 


Patience of Job, ſays he, and have ſeen the End of the 
Lord. Good Fob, with a noble and heroick Pati- 
* ence, did undergo all the malicious Rebukes of the 


Devil, and his Agents. And the World may take 


Notice of the great Reward God was pleas'd to 


crown it withal in the End, viz. That his latter 


Days were doubly as glorious as was his Beginning, 
| how ſplendid ſoever that was; for the Lord gave 
Job twice as much as he had before, Fob. 42. 10. 


| and bleſs'd his latter End more than his Beginning, 


v.12. And the Apoſtle, in the ſame Place, Fam. 5. 


| 11. lays it down as a certain Truth, (however the 


blind World may judge it a ſtrange Paradox) Be- 
bold, we count them happy, which endure ; not them hap- 


0 that never fall under any Tryals or Afflictions: They 
| (it 


may be) are ſome of the moſt unhappy People 
in the World; but them who manfully and cheer- 
fully bear them, when they befal them. He that 
endureth to the End, the ſame Hall be ſav'd, Mark 
13. 13. . 

That then ſo many do put a wilful Period to 
their miſerable Days, is very much from their 
Softneſs and Effeminacy, becauſe they can't * 

| an 


— 
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and ſubmit to thoſe fatherly Chaſtiſements, which 
may be intended them for their Good. Chaſtiſe 
ment, however for the preſent it be, not joyous, but 

rievous, is a comfortable Argument of Sonſhip, | 

7eb. 12. 6. For he chaſtifeth (that is, our Rewe 
Father) every Son whom he receiveth. And has a ; | 
clar'd, v. 8. if we are without Chaſtiſement, where. 
of all his Children are Partakers, we are Baſtards ; 
and no Sons. This I urge as an Inducement, pa-! 
tiently to ſuffer and endure, not b Violence and } 
Selt- harder, to endeavour to run from thoſe Cor. 
rections and Puniſhments, God at any Time ſhall 
lay upon you. f 


Thus have I ſhewn you the Fountain-head, fron k 
whence this abominable Miſchief of Self-Murder n. 'F 
ſually flows; which may ſuffice, as to the con F 
General — to be ſpoken tor : 
22 V! 

0 HAP. VII. 1 þ 
T aid d 1 now proceed to the third General 
laid down in my propos'd Method; and that] 
js, The ſerious Conſideration of the dreadful Dan] 5 
ger of Self- Murder. It deeply affects all our Con- 
cerns of deareſt Moment, both as to this World, and 7 
that to come. | 1 

Firſt, It nearly affe&s our Concerns in this World] ; 
in a threefold Reſpect. 0 

Firſt, Our Relations. | f 

Secondly, Our Goods. I 
Thirdly, Our good Names. 1 

Firſt, Our neareſt and deareſt Relations (whom 8 


People, in their ſobereſt Senſes, value equal with 
their 
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4 | their Lives, if not above them) come many Times 
to Ruin by ſo vile a Practice. How has the Re- 
port thereof brought the gray, and the green Hairs 

too, of ſome of them, to the Grave in Sorrow? Of 

all the Afflictions in the World, that ever did, or 
could befal them, this has been held the heavieſt, 

And they have mourn'd the untimely and ſhame- 

ful End of their Child, or other Relation, as holy 

David ſome Time did that of his beloved Abſalom, 

2 Sam. 18. 33. O my Son Abſalom ! My Son, my Son 

© Abfalom! Would to God I bad dyd for thee, O Ab- 

ſalom ! my Son, my Son. 

” Beſides, who would care (eſpecially of any Qua- 

© lity) to have Affiance with the Son or Daughter, or 

any near Relation of a Felo de ſe, i. e. a wilful 

n Murderer of him or herſelf > Might they not juſtly 

fear the Misfortune may run in a Blood, and ſo 

break out at laſt to the Ruin of a Family? For 
however poſſibly the Relations may be no Way ac- 
ceſſory to the Fact, yet few will care to be concern'd 
in ſuch an unhappy Houſe; there can't but beſome 

EKiſings of the Heart, upon every Remembrance 

thereof. So that this is a Sin which often brings 

4 Miſchief, not only on the Perſon himſelf, but his 


Z Secondly, Self-Murder is a Crime that greatly af- 
fes People in their Goods. If, upon an Inqueſt, any 
Perſon be found guilty of a wilful killing of him or 
herſelf, all his or her Goods aregnmediately forfeited 
to the Crown; and the Lord ee is to ſee them 
employ'd in pious and charitable U- 

fes: * Which Goods, if I miſtake not, * Dy. Don. 
are call'd Deodands, q. Deo Danda, they Eiath. p. 9. 
being forfeited (as it were) to God, as 

the learned Dr. Cowel, our Country- 

man, tells us, F for the Pacification T Interpreter 
of his Wrath, when any Chriſtian Sul e Deod. 


heir „ cometh 
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cometh to a violent End. Which Things are to be ſold, | 
ſays he, and given to the Poor, for an Expration of 
this dreadful Event; which, though given to God, ts | 
forfeited by the Law, to the King or Queen for the 
Time being, as ſuſtaining God s Perſon, and an Exe- | * 
cutioner in this Caſe, to ſes the Price of them diſtri- 1 
buted to the Poor, for the appeaſing of God, ſtirrd up | E 
even againſt that Place, by the ſheddinz of Blood there-| C 
upon. So that Doctor. a 

How the Crown has been pleas'd to diſpoſe of B 
ſuch Goods to private Lords, or publick Corpora- th 
tions, I have no Occaſion to enquire. But you may ra 
be ſure, that they to whom they fall, will be ſtrict | be 
and exact enough in looking after them. So that Wi 
the Relations of the Dead, without a new Purchaſe, | Re 
ſnall be but little the better for them; as ſome may tio 
remember, to their Sorrow, in a like Caſe, not Sh 
long ago in the Town of 1. De: 

Inſomuch, by ſo vile a Fact as Self-Murder, the|fo \ 
Family once Poſſeſſor of ſuch Goods, may be ut- I 
terly undone, and reduc'd to Beggery. Which folelltra 
Conſideration ought to have its due Influence upon Tin 
all, (eſpecially thoſe who have Children and Fa- ſom 
milies to provide for) to beware how they yield to Peri 
ſuch Temptations, as will bring Ruin upon thema H 
all at once. ou 
hey 

Thirdly, This is a Sin which does greatly ata 
fect Peoples good Names. It leaves a Stink andMmen 
Stain upon their Memories, which will not be eathem 
fily cur'd or deleted. What wiſe and good People R 
are very careful of, is, that their Names may {melſſito t 
ſweet and fragrant in the Noſtrils of Poſterity # hen 
whereas ſuch go out like the Snuff of a Candlepiect 
which leaves nothing but a noiſom Smell behindlith: 
it, For 'tis no leſs true than trite, that 
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; Duly the Adios of the Fuſt 
Hynell ſweet, and bloſſom in the Duſt, 


o 
4 


- | *Tis known, that the greateſt Diſgrace that can be, 
- | Is put upon a Selt-Murderer, even after he is dead. 
| By the ancient Canons of the Church, he is deny'd 
-- | Chriſtian Eurial. The Prophet Feremiah makes it 
a great Piece of Unhappineſs to be bury'd with the 
f | Burial of an Aſs, Fer. 22. 19, Theirs is worſe ; 
a-| they are thought worthy of no better than Sepultu- 
y | ra Canina, the Burial of a Dog, of a mad Dog, to 
et be thrown into a Pit, in ſome eminent High-Way, 
at with a Stake driven through the Body, in perpetuum 
ſe.| Rei odium, for a perpetual Abhorrence and Deteſta- 
ay tion of the Fact; which very Thought, viz. the 
t Shame and Diſgrace offer'd to their Bodies after 
Death, might ever deter all thinking People from 
the ſo vile a Fact. * "hot 
ut Plutarch reports of the Mileſian Dames, that a 
ſole ſtrange Fancy of * Dying, did, on a 
don Time very ſuddenly invade them, in- + Lonic. TI - 
Fa- ſomuch, many of them did put a ar. p. 512. 
] toPeriod to their Lives, by the Help of | 
tema Halter. The Magiſtrates, at firſt, did not know 
ow to cure this growing Malady, until at length 
hey happen'd upon this Device. They made a 
7 af4.217, That the Bodies of all ſuch Maidens and Wo- 
andnen as were found, ever after, to have hanz'd 
e eahemſelves, ſhould be ſtrip'd ſtark naked, and with 
eopl he Rope about their Necks, ſhould be thrown out 
ſmellnto the open Streets, to be gaz d on by every one 
ity J hen nothing elſe would do it, this had its wiſh d 
ect; for the Maidens, overcome hereby, more 
ith a Senſe of Shame, than Love of Life, or Fear 
Death, ever after deſiſted from ſo ill a Practice. 
may be viſti'd, that our Governors could allo ſind 
Onlf-: ſome Way or other, to ſtop this worte thanbrutith 
| | 1 Midneſs 
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Madneſs, which ſeems every Day more than other, 
to encreaſe upon us. So much as to the Dangers ot 
this Lite. 
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3 The greateſt Danger of all, upon Ac- 


count of this Sin, relates to the Life to come. 
That there will be a future State, a Life of Retri- 
bution, after this mortal Life is ended, however 
many Pretenders to Senſe and Reaſon, do queſtion, 
and ſome deny it, is yet the concurrent Opinion of 


the Generality of Mankind, of Men of all Qualities, 
as Emperors, Kings, Princes, Prieſts, and Prophets; 


of all Profeſſions in Religion, Jews, Chri ſtians, Turks, 


Heathens; of all Accompliſhments, as States-Men, 


Philoſophers, Hiſtorians, Poets; all, how looſe and 


large ſoever, in their Notions and Principles about 


theſe Things, in their Youth or Jollity, have com: 
at length to feel very ſtrong Convictions in thei! 


Conſciences, of the Truth and Certainty of thi 


Matters of Religion. "Tis a memorable Paſſag 
that I have met with, of Cardinal Richlieu, t hal 
Great * Miniſter of State in the Frenc 


* '; faj g q 
3 p 7 Court : After he had (in a Senſe) gi 


101. 102, ven Law to all Europe, for man! 
Years together, contels'd to Pet. d 
Moulin, that being forc'd upon many Irregulaty 


ö 


C 
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ties in his Life-time, by that which they call, Re: 
ſon of State, he could not tell how to ſatisfy hi 
Conſcience for ſeveral Things, and therefore ha 
many Temptations to doubt and difbelicve a God! 
another World, and the Immortality of the Soul 
and by that Diſtruſt, to relieve his aking Heart 
But in vain, fo ſtrong (he faid) was the Notion 0 
God on his Soul, f clear the Iinpreſſions of _ 

po 
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upon the Frame of the World, ſo unanimous the 
Conſent of Mankind, fo powerful the Convictions 
of his own Conſcience, that he could not but taſte 
the Power of the World to come, and ſo live, as 
one that muſt die, and ſo die as one that muſt live 
for ever. 

What then is found ſo univerſally engraven on 
the Conſciences of Mankind, muſt be acknow- 
ledg'd to be done by the Finger of God himſelf : 
As this (in particular) of a future State is. 

It ought then ſeriouſly to be confider'd, what In- 
fluence ſo vile a Practice, as Self-Murder, has upon 
the Liff to come. That all Sin, in its own Nature, 
is damnable,all good Chriſtians readily grant; that 
all Sins are not equally hainous, none that I know, 


| but the Stoicks, deny. For they may come to be 


aggravated (ſome above others) by the Circum- 
ſtances of Light, Time, Place, &c. that may at- 
tend them. 

Murder, of whomſoever it be, is a crying Sin, 
odious in the Sight of God and Man. But Self- 
Murder is moſt odious of any other of that Kind, 
unto both, as before was noted. T is poſitively 
declar'd by the Mouth of Truth, That no Murderer 
"ub eternal Life abiding in him, 1 Joh. 3. 15. No Mur: 

erer. 

Now, Self-Murder is a moſt unnatural Crime: 
It offers Violence to Nature, that induces every 
living Creature to a Self-preſervation. So that 
ſuch, in offering Violence to themſelves, do ſo far 
extinguiſh Nature, and ſo are guilty, not only of 
Murder, but Parricide, ſhe being our common Pa- 
rent. | 

But what ſeems to render it molt dangerous, in 
Reſpect to a future State, 1s this, That 'tis a Sin 
which ſeems to cut off any Grounds for the moſt 
extenſive human Charity to work upon, there be- 
ing left after it, no Place for Repentance. In all 

0 D 2 other 
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other Sins, there is an Ope for Charity to enter in, 
and to work by Hope, unleſs the Sinner be ſtruck | 
dead in the very Act. But in this, there is no Space 
left for the wretched Criminal to crowd in, ſo much 
as one, Miſerere, Lord, be merciful to me a Sinner. 
So that the wilful Self-Murderer ſeems to throw 
himſelf headlong te the Devil; and in the Pfal- | 
miſt's Phraſe, Togo down quick into Hell, without ſo | 
much as the Interpoſition of one Petition for Mer- 
cy or Pardon in the Way. | | 
Can any then, that have the leaſt Apprehenſion | 
of the Torments of Hell, and the endle(s Miſeries | 
of the Damn'd, be ſo mad and deſperate agwilfally | | 
to plunge themſelves into that Lake which burneth | 1 
with Fire and Brimſtone for ever? Let them con- 
fider, and then fell me, how they can anſwer that | « 
fearful Queſtion of the Prophet Iſaiab, Tſai. 33. 14. 
Who among us can dwell with the devourmg Fire? Who | 
among us can dwell with everlaſting Burnings * The: 
very Thoughts of which, as the Hand-Writing on | # 
the Wall, did the great Belſbaxar's, Dan. 5.6. might | , 
t] 
h 


| 


juſtly make their Countenances tochange, and their | 
Thoughts to trouble them, and their Knees to ſmite | 


one the other. 
7 OI ES 3 3 3 | Cy mm ů — — I 
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Que ſſ ion. H a weighty Caſe of Conſcience, | ve 
may be propos d, and ſome may de- Sc 

fire a Solution of it ; it is this, Whether all thoſe! th 
who wilfully murder themſelves, are certainly | wi 
damn'd, yea, or no? dr 
Anſwer. In Anſwer hereunto, we can poſitively pr 
determin nothing on the one Side, or the other. Poor the 
Duſt and Aſhes, can no more diſtinguiſh of the _ 
fecret Judgments and Counſels of God, than a fe bee 
Piſmires poj 

do 


| 
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Piſmires crawling upon a Mole-Hill, can tell what 
15 concluded 1n the Cabinet-Councils of Princes, 
The Caſe therefore muſt be reſolv'd very much 


from the various Circumſtances , which attend 
the Fact, 


— „ 


I. Some have laid violent Hands upon themſelves 
(as they have thought) out of a good End, to avoid 
what they have known would be highly diſplea- | 
ling to the Almighty, to have admitted. For { 
' Exam le, Divers have deſtroy'd themſelves, to a- 
void ſome hainous Sin; ſo did Pelagia, and ſome o- I 
1- | thers, rather than {he would ſuffer her Body to be id 
it | defild, and her Chaſtity violated, ſhe haſten'd on 9 
3. her own Death. And the Church, notwithſtanc- | 
ho | ang this, thonght fit to canonize her for a Saint, 
he | and to celebrate annually the ninth of June in her 
on Memory. * And will it not be held 
ht | Preſumption, if not Prophaneneſs, * Dr. Donn's 
eir | ſhould any private Perſons conclude, 7 Hh apo; 
ite | that they bedamn'd whom the Church 22 is 
' hathſainted? 

II. Some have been violently hurry 'd on to this 
— | lewd Attempt, by the more immediate Power, 
| 


which the Devil, by God's Permithon, has had in 

them, or oyer them. A Power which they could 

no Way reſiſt, any more than good Fob could pre- 

nce, vent him from inflicting Ulcers upon his Body. | 

de- So that the Fact can be no more ſaid to be done by 

hoſe! them, than that the Herd of Swine in the Goſpel, 

inly whom the Devils violently hurry'd into the Sea, 

drown'd themſelves, They have been patilive, not 

vely| properly active therein, and therefore ot ſuch are 
the greater Hopes. | 

III. As to thoſe, whoſe Deaths may ſcem tohave 

a few been more wilful and voluntary, we have nothing 

ires poſitively to conclude; cur veiſeſt and beſt May, is, 4 

| © leave them to the Marcy of God, which being 4 

| 1”: finite, 
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1 ſpeak not this for the leaſt Encouragement of any, 
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infinite, we know [not how it may operate towards 
their Salvation. 
We muſt ſay then with Luther, That both 
Charity and Conſcience, inhibit re- 
„ Lonic. The. ſolutely to judge all ſuch to be damn d, 
at. p. 512. that ſeem'd to have made Havock of 
their own Lives. For the Mercy of 
God is incomprehenſible, and why may he not 
ſave the Souls of them, whoſe Bodies he gave the 
Devil Leave to deſtroy ? 
We know not what Truth there might be in 
what was {aid to have happen'd to one once, who 
fell from his Horſe, and brake his Neck. 


Between the Stirrup and the Ground, 
He Mercy ſought, and Mercy found. 


in ſo horrid a Wickedneſs towards themſelves, but for 
the comfortable Support (in ſome Meaſure at leaſt) 
of ſuch, whoſe near Relations may at any Time 
have fallen under this fad Misfortune. 

Let none therefore ever preſume to perpetrate ſo 
hainous a Sin, upon a bare Poſſibility of being 
ſav'd, any more than they would leap over Tiytrzs 


(or any other ſuch) Bridge, when the Waters are | 


deep, becauſe the Woman before-mention'd, did fo, 
and was preſerv d. *Twas little leſs than a Miracle 
to her; and it will be a Prodigy of Mercy and 
Goodneſs, if ſo it ſhould be to you. For, however, 
we won't ſay, that all Self-Murderers are damn'd, 
yet as my Lord Clarendon modeltly ſaid, in Reſpect 


to Coomwell, * They do ſuch Things, a- 
* Hit. of the 


N Rebel gainſt which, in the Word of God, 


on, Vol. Damnation is denounc'd. 


Let not any therefore (who can poſ- 
ſibly prevent it) ſuffer themſelves to be led away | 


- 
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into ſo vile a Fact, upon any Motives, or Conſide- 
; Tations ! 


| 
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fiderations whatſoever. There are no 
leſs than four mention'd by the Learn- * &. Auſt, de 
ed, which have inclin'd ſome thereun- Ci. Dei, L. 
to. I think it proper here to mention . = N 0 


them, and expoſe the Vanity of them 306. 
all. 


Firſt, To avoid Trouble. This is what hath*made 
many miſerable Perſons to lay violent Hands up- 
on themſelves. The Examples to this Purpoſe, 
are almoſt innumerable, both in ſacred and pro- 
phane Hiſtory. Not conſidering, that inſtead of 
avoiding Torments, this is the Way to run into 
more, and greater; and to avoid what is Tempo- 
ral, to run into that which is Eternal. 

All are ſubject to Pain and Trouble in this 
World, more or leſs, from the higheſt Court ier, down 
to the loweſt Cottager. What therefore is every one's 
Lot, none ought to reluctate at; according to 
that excellent Saying of the Heathen, 


Ferre quam Sorten 
Patiuntur 0112s 
Nemo recuſat. 


None can refuſe 
To bear the Lot 
Which all mult chuſe. 


Seconaly, To avoid other Mens Sins. Many 
devout and pious Chriftians,in the primitive Times 
did ſo. Rather than they would be compell'd to the 
committing of ſome great Crimes, they have de- 
ſtroy'd themſelves. Such was the Reſolution of 


Sophronia, F a Roman Lady, but a 


Chriſtan, when ſhe could by no Means T Bear 
eſcape the luſtful Sollicitations of the 374 
Emperor Decius, daily afaulting her 

D 4 Chaſtity 


LES, 
Chaſtity, ſhe took a Sword, and by her Hus 
band's Conſent, flew herſelf, And ſo, to prevent 
the Sin of another, ſhe committed a far worſe 
of her own. Thus is it alſo reported of Pelagia, 
(before mention d) and her Mother, to preſerve their 
3 Chaſtities, both deſtroy d themſelves, 
Finth p * * ſome ſay, by drowning; others 
ttt” byflinging themſelves from a Houſe- 

. Top. St. Ambroſe, that holy Father 
1 Lid. of the Church, ſeems to vindicate the 

Fact, + in an Epiſtle to his Siſter 
Marcellina, when ſhe conſulted him in the Matter. 
in theſe Words, Let us die, if we may have Leave, or 
i we be deny'd Leave, yet let us die. God can't be of 
fended with this, when we uſ: it as a Remedy againſt 
Sin. | 
Whereas, what were this, but by avoiding a leſs, 
to run into a greater Evil? . 


Thirdly, The Apprehenſion of the Demerit of 
their own Sin. This has had a fearful Influence up- 
on a great many, who not being able to ſuſtain 
the Horrors of a wounded Conſcience, have ſhort- 


ned their Days. So did Frdas Iſcariot, anddivers o- 


thers, not needful act this Time to be nam d. 
Whereas the mare and greater Sins any are guil- 
ty of, the more Life and Time ought they to de- 
fire to repent of them : And not go about to ſhorten 
that Space, which, God knows, in the longeſt Ex- 
tent thereof, 3s little enough, already, to diſpatch 
the Aﬀairs of Eteraity in. © n 

' Bafides, whatever Sins any are guilty of, let them 


never unagne they are too great for God to par- 


* Douti!. pe- his Son. TI'was not the betraying - 


mie. of his Maſter, (ſays St. Auguſt.) that 

did deſtroy Judas, but his Deſpair 
t his Mercy; One (avs, Deſperat io, bomicida eff 
e 375 | Anime, 


don, * through the infinite Merits of 
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Anime, * He that kills himſelf, is a 
Murderer of his Body; but he that . Ambre. 
deſpairs, is a Murderer of his Soul. “ Tue. 
That you may not then be led away 
with any ſuch Temptation, always retain in your 


* 


Memory, that comfortable Saying of the Apoſtle, 
1 Foh. 1 J. The Blood of Feſus Chriſt cleanſeth us from 


all Sin. But of this more hereafter, 


Fourthly, The Hopes of 2 better Life after this, 
have encourag'd fome to ſhorten their own Lives, 
Thus Cato Uticenſis, fell upon his Sword, and flew 
himſelf having read Plato's Book of the Immortality 
of the Soul. * Socrates, a Heathen, be- | 
ing about to die, when he conſider d he * Reard's The- 
was going to the Place where he ſhould 4 P. 313. 
Tee Homer, Orpheus, Muſeus, and the 
other Worthiesof former Ages, yery joytully drank 
off his Hemlock. 

This made many devout Chriſtians, in the firſt 
Apes of the Church, to run to the Stake, and to the 
Flames, with a kindof prepoſterous Zeal, catching at 
the Lawrel- Crown of Martydom, before it was ful- 
ly ripe. It is recorded in the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſto- 
ry, of one Nicephorus, + That having 
had ſome Enmity with Sapritius, who f Dy. Don. 
was now brought to the Place where #7azh. p. 186. 
he was to receive that bloody Crown, 
fell down before him, and begg'd Pardon of him, 
for all his former Bitterneſs againſt him. Sapritius, 
elated with the Glory of Martyrdom, refus'd to 
give it, But his Pride was preſently puniſh'd in 
the ſame Place ; for his Zeal cool'd, and he recan- 
ted, and liv'd, Nicephorus ſtanding by, ſtepp'd 
into his Room, and loudly cry'd out, Sum & ego 
Chriſtiauus, I am a Chriſtian too. And he fo tar 
provok'd the Magiſtrate, that he caus'd him to be 
executed forthwith, e 

+ ons | 8 That 
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Chaſtity, ſhe took a Sword, and by her Hus 
band's Conſent, ſlew herſelf. And fo, to prevent 
the Sin of another, ſhe committed a far worſe 
of her own. Thus 1s it alſo reported of Pelagia, 
(before mention'd) andher Mother, to preſerve their 
an. n..., Chaſtities, both deſtroy'd themſelves, 
1121 ＋ * ſome ſay, by drowning ; others 
OEMS, ee by flinging themſelves from a Houſe- 
| Top. St. Ambroſe, that holy Father 

U Lid of the Church, ſeems to vindicate the 
Fact, + in an Epiſtle to his Siſter 

Marcellina, when ſhe conſulted him in the Matter. 
in theſe Words, Let ws die, if we may have Leave; or 
if we be deny'd Leave, yet let us die. God can't be of 


fended with this, when w: uſ: it as a Remedy againſt 


Sin. 
Whereas, what were this, but by avoiding a leſs, 
to run into a greater Evil? 38 


Thirdly, The Apprehenſion of the Demerit of 
their own Sin. This has had a fearful Influence up- 
on a great many, who not being able to ſuſtain 
the Horrors of a wounded Confcicnce, have ſhort- 
ned their Days. So did Judas Iſcariot, anddivers o- 
thers, not needful at this Time to be nam d. 
Whereas the mare and greater Sins any are guil- 
ty of, the more Life and Time onght they to de- 
fire to repent of them: And not go about to ſhorten 
that Space, which, God knows, in the longeſt Ex- 
tent thereof, is little enough, already, to diſpatch 
the Aﬀairs of Eternity in. 3 

Baſides, whatever Sins any are guilty of, let then 
never imagule they are too great for God to par- 
daun, * through the infinite Merits of 
De ut il. pa- his Son. "Twas not the betraying 
abs of his Maſter, (ſays St. Auguſt. ) that 

did deſtroy Judas, but his Deſpair 
of has Mercy, One {favs Deſperativ. bomicida eff 
OW 85 Aui me, 
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Anime, He that kills himſelf, is a 
Murderer of his Body; but he that , . &mby. 
deſpairs, is a Murderer of his Soul. * Luc. 
That you may not then be led away 
with any ſuch Temptation, always retain in your 
Memory, that comfortable Saying of the Apoſtle, 


1 Foh. 1 J. The Blond of Feſus Chriſt cleanſeth us from 
all din. But of this more hereafter, 


* 


Fourthly, The Hopes of 2 better Life after this, 
have encourag'd fome to ſhorten their own Lives, 
Thus Cato Uticenfis, fell upon his Sword, and flew 
himſelf,having read Plato's Book of the Immortality 
of the Soul. * Socrates, a Heathen, be- | 
ing about to die, when he conſider'd he * Reard's The- 
was going to the Place where he ſhould % P. 313. 
Tee Homer, Orpheus, Muſaus, and the 
other Worthiesof former Ages, yery joytully drank 
off his Hemlock. 

This made many devout Chriſtians, in the firſt 
Apes of the Church, to run tothe Stake, and to the 
Flames, with a kindof prepoſterous Zeal catching at 
the Lawrel-Crown of Martydom, before it was ful. 
ly ripe. It is recorded in the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſto- 
ry, of one Atcephorus, + That having 
had ſome Enmity with Sapritzus, who f Dy. Don. 
was now brought to the Place where #5azh. P. 186. 
he was to receive that bloody Crown, | 
fell down before him, and begg'd Pardon of him, 
for all his former Bitterneſs againſt him. Sapritius, 
elated with the Glory of Martyrdom, refus'd to 
give it. But his Pride was preſently puniſh'd in 
the ſame Place ; for his Zeal cool'd, and he recan- 
ted, and liv d. Nicephorus ſtanding by, ſtepp'd 
into his Room, and loudly cry'd out, Sum & ego 
Chriftianus, I am a Chriſtian too. And he fo far 


provok'd the Magiſtrate, that he caus'd him to be 
*xccuted forthwith. | 
8 ” That 
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That we are to ſacrifice our Lives to Chriſt, | 

and his Goſpel, when we are call'd to it by the | 
Powers that are over us, (with all Readineſs and . 
lacrity) is among all good Chriſtians, without 
Doubt or Queſtion : For it is at once our Duty 
and our Honour; they are our Saviour's gracious | 
Words, Mat. 10. 39. Whoſoever will ſave his Life, | 
Hall loſe it; and whoſoever will loſe his Life for my 5 
ſake, ſhall find it. And he thatjſhall refuſe ſo to do, | 


when thereunto duly requir'd, cannot be his Dif | 1 
ciple. Yet the ſame Jeſus, in that very Chapter, 
Verſ. 23. has given his Followers Permiiſion, it not | 


Commiſſion, when they are perſecuted in one City, 
to flee (not to Death, but) to another: For how- 
ever deſirable the Joys and Glories of Heaven are, | 
by all good Men, yet none ought, by Suicide, or 
Self-Murder, to make too much haſte unto em, leſt 
they loſe them in the End. 

All which duly conſider'd, may be ſufficient to 
ſet forth, before all ferions Chriſhans, and ſober 
Men, the dreadful Evil and Danger of this moſt a- 
bominable Crime of Self- Murder. 
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| Pines I proceed now to the fourth General 
propos'd, and that is, to lay down ſome Helps 
and Directions, whereby diſtreſs'd People of 
both Sexes, may come to avoid this dreadful Sin 
and Peril. The Undertaking muſt be acknowledg'd 
very charitable, whatever the Succeſs may be. I 
ſhall therefore (in the Fear of God) propoſe many 
weighty Conſiderations, which, by his Bleſſing, 
may conduce much to the Faſt: and Deliverance of 
oppreſs'd Souls from this Kvil. 
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Direction I. 

The firſt Direction I ſhall preſent you with, is 
this, Endeavour, what in you lies, to attone the 
Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, gone out againſt you, 
for your Sins. There is nothingthat diſpleaſes God, 
but Sin, and there is no Sin but diſpleaſes God. Aud 
who can ſtand in his Sight, when once he is angry * Pf. 
76.7. Tis your Intereſt as well as Duty therefore, 
to endeavour a happy Reconciliation with him; 
which you may do theſe two Ways, by Repen- 
tance, and by Reformation. | 
I. By Repentance. Let it be your firſt Care, to 
find out the Achan-Sin, that diſturbs your I1ſrazl ; 
and haying found it, ſtone it, that it dies, Fo. 7. 25. 
Such Achan-Sins there are, and great Dilturbances 
do they bring. For you may be ſure, no Affliction 
(much leſs this heavy one) ariſeth out of the Duſt, 
but is of the Lord's ſending, Fob 5. 6. Is there Evil 
in the City, ſays the Prophet, and the Lord hath not 
done it, Amos 3. 6. And farther, you may know, 
he hatha wiſe and gracious End, (if you belong to 
the Election of Grace, ) wherefore he lays it upon 
you, That it is either to puniſh in you what you 
have done amiſs betore, or for your Amendment 
for the future, or for the magnifying of his Grace 
and Power in your Suſtentation or Deliverance at 
preſent, as in the Caſe of the blind Man in the 
Goſpel, Fob. 9, 3. when the Diſciples aſk'd our Sa- 
viour, Who hath ſinned, this Man or his Parents, that 
he was burn blind? He was pleas'd toanſwer, Neither 
hath this Man ſium d, nor his Parents) not but that they 
had ſinned as well as others, but this Judgment 
did not happen to him, purely upon the Account 
of either of their Sins) bnt that the Works of God (by 
2 miraculous Cure) ſhould be manifeſt in him. 

However, this you are to know, that Sinis the 
great Miſchief-Maker-General of the World. Exa- 
mine yourſelyes therefore as to the particular un, 

ON 
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for which, in great Probability, God is angry with 


you, and your own Conſcience may ſoon point 


it out, and tell you which tis. But if upon your 
ſtricteſt Enquiry, you can't find any one more 
ſuſpicious than another, then be ſure to fall upon 
them all, and to repent of them all; which, if you 
truly do, Repentance, like Charity, will cover a 
Multitude of Sins. 

Secondly, This Atonement of Almighty God, 
you are toendeavour'alſo, by a thorough Amend- 
ment and Reformation, for the Time to come, In 
vain can any expect a Cure,but by avoiding the Oc- 
caſion that brought on the Diſtemper. If you would 
expe& the Favour and Reconciliation of the great 
God, it muſt be by the ſtricteſt Conformity to his 
Will for the future. The wilful continuing on in 
any Sin, how ſinall ſoever you may :account it, 
ray grieve the holy Spirit of God, and that may 
provoke him to remove in Diſpleaſure; which, if it 
doth.it will be {ure to carry all its Graces and Com- 


forts with it: And if once the good Spirit leaves 


you, the evil Spirit will ſoon take you, and hur- 
ry you on into ail Miſchief both of Body and 
Soul. If God be with you, you need not fear what 
Man or Devil can do unto you, Pſalm 55. 11. No 
Evil can you fear, while in his Favour , no Good 
can you hope, while under his Frown. 

Direction II. 

A ſecond DireQion 1s this, Keep cloſe to God in 
Duty, and he will keep cloſe to you in Providence. 
ho will harm you, ſays the Apoſtle Peter, 1 Pet. z. 
12. rf ye are Followers of that which is good? Who 
will do it? 7. e. who can do it? You may know 


aſſuredly, that God never forſakes any, but tloſe 


that forſake lim firit. And therefore, when you 
find he doth to, accuſe yourſelves, but not lum, 
you muſt neceſſarily have fallen off from him, ſome 
Way or other, either in his Statutes or his Ordi- 
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nances ; in Prayers, or Sermons, or Sacraments; * 
or it may be in his whole Goſpel, as ſome Theiſti- 
cal Wretches among us have done. Something or 
other his gracious Eye ſees amiſs in you, or it 
would not have been thus with you. Draw nigh un- 
to God, ſaith the Apoſtle Fames, Chap. 4. Verſ. 7, 
and be will draw nigh unto you But if je refufe,\ aud 
rebel, (ſo the Prophet) ye ſhall be devour'd with 
the Sword ; (it may be with your own, as ſoon as 
any other Body's ) for the Month of the Lord hath 
ſpoken it. Theſe are ſerious Truths, well worth 
the minding, for your Good. 
Direction III. 5 7 

Thirdly, Another Direction is this; Altho' God 
may ſeem at any Time to be angry or diſpleas' dg 
yet don't let go your Faith and Confidence in his 
Mercy. | 

Gol hath oftentimes written bitter Things a- 
gainſt his own Children and Servants, Fob, David, 
Hexekiah, and many others of old: Againſt Luther, 
Bolton, Honywood, and divers more beſides, of later 
Days; they have been under the very Agonies of 
Hell : Which may have made ſome of them think 
upon this bitter Cure. Of which we may ſay, aone 
of the Ancients did, Ingens malum, cut . 5. Ter... 
nullum reſtat remedium, uiſi reſtis. That's „ 
a dreadful Evil indeed, for which remaineth no Re- 
medy, but a Halter. 

But theſe good People, ander their ſoreſt Tempta- 
tions, never totally quitted their Confidence in Go d's 
Mercy: So that he was pleas'd at length to come in 
to their Comfort. Thus God ſpeaks ot his own Peo- 
ple, In alittle Wrath I hid my Face from thee for a Mo- 
ment, but with everlaſting Kindneſs will I have Mercy 
upcn thee, ſaith the Lord, thy Redeemer, Iſai. 54. 8. 
Let not therefore any diſtreſs'd Souls caſt away 
their Confidencein the Divine Providence. Ve are 

made Partakers of Ohriſt, ſays the Author of the 
Epiſtle 
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Epiſtle to the Hebrews, Chap. 3. Verſ. 14. if we hold 
the Beginning of our Confidence ſteadfaſt unto the 
End. We come here to be Partakers of Chriſt, by 
having our Confidence in him ſteadfaſt and firm 
continually. *Tis theretore good Advice the ſame 
Apoſtle gives you elſewhere, Caf? not away your Confi- 
dence, which hath great Recompence of Reward, Chap. 
10. Verſ. 35. Confidence and frank Dependance, me- 
rits Reward with ingenuous Diſpoſitions. There 
is a kind of Obligation in Truſti and Reliance, and 
generous Natures think themſelves bound, not to 
torſake or betray thoſe who freely depend upon 
their Courteſy and Goodneſs. 

*Tis reported, as the Senators of Athens were 
met in Court, (a Place not cover'd as ours, but o- 
pen to the Skies) and in deep Conſultation about 
fome weighty Affair, a Hobby (a little Hawk) pur- 


ſu'd a Lark, with eager Tallons, to have torn her in 
Pieces. The Lark fell into one of the Senators Laps 
for Shelter. He, in ſome Surprize,took the Bird and 
tore off her Neck. The other Senators conſidering 
the Matter, for ever after excluded that Perſon out 


of their Houſe, becauſe he had fo unkindly be- 
trayed the Truſt, which the poor Bird had repos'd 
in him 

You may be ſure, the great God will never fail 
the Hope and Truſt that any of his Creatures ſhall 
repoſe in him. O] God of our Salvation, ſays Da- 
vid, thou art the Confidence of all them upon Earth, and 
of them that remain in the broad Sea. Which ſhould 


make you take up good Fob's Reſolution, Fob. 13. 


15. amidſt his Troubles, Tho he will flay me, yet will 
I put my Truſt in him. Caſt your Care upon him, for he 
careth for you, 1 Pet. 5. 7. \ 
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Direction IV. 

T ere Direction in this Caſe, is. If the 

former won't do, apply yourſelf to ſome able pi- 
ous, experienc'd Divine, and to him more eſpecially 
whom the Providence of God hath plac'd over you. 
He is the Phyſician of the Soul ; go make your 
Condition known to him ; conceal nothing that 
afflicts you, any more than you would the Malady, 
under which you are, from your Doctor. If your 
Spiritual Phyſician be a holy, prudent, and judi- 
cious Perſon, (and tis to ſuch a one I would direct 
you to go) he will be private and faithful, and im- 
prove the utmoſt of his Ability, to give you Eaſe 
and Comfort; and, by God's Bleſſing, will be- 
come an Inſtrument of your Peace and Preſerva- 


tion. 


There was an Order heretofore in the Church, a- 
mong the Clergy of Exorcifts, * whoſe | 


Office it was to lay Hands upon the „„ ran., F- 


pit. Concil. 


Energumenus, (i. e. the Party poſſeſs'd Garth. 4.Cin. 


of any evil Spirit} and in the Name 3. p. 117. 6. 
of the Lord Jeſus, to caſt him out. And 

in thoſe Days, when Faith and Charity were ſtrong- 
er, Godlineſs and Devotion were more ſincere than 
in ours, the Devils were ſubje& to them. *Tis 
what our Saviour promis'd to a ſtrong Faith, that 
his Diſciples thereby ſhould caſt out Devils. When 
he ſent out the twelve Apoſtles, he gave them this, 
as Part of their Charge, Mat. 10. 8. Heal the Sick, 


caſt out Devils. 


and Croſſings, and holy Water, and Relics, and 
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of what they have done in this kind; which is no- 

thing elſe but Combination and Cheat, as in the 

to bit Caſe of Gretzzr. * For I han't met with 

kf le one Example of this kind, well au- 
in Fol. CO; that was ever effected by 
5 them. 

Yet I queſtion not, if rightly undertaken, but 
that there is a Power ſtill left in the Chriſtian 
Church, of _ out of Devils. Not by apply- 
ing our ſelves to the fond and ſuperſtitious Ceremo- 
nies of the Papiſts, but only to our Saviour's Pre- 
ſcription, viz. Faſting and Prayer. Very holy, 
learned, and religious Perſons, endow'd with a 
ſtrong Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, duly following that 
Means, may yet have Power over evil Spirits, to 
the ejecting of them; which may be ſome Encou- 
ragement to thoſe who may labour under any ſuch 
Obſeſſions, to apply themſelves to the Miniſters of 
the Church, to pray over them, and adviſe them. 

1 Direction V. 

Fifthly, If the Phyſician of the Soul may not 
be able to effect the Cure, your next Way will be 
to try alſo the Phyſician of the Body. There are 
ſome natural Diſeaſes, which may look like Poſ- 
ſeſſions of evil Spirits, and may inſtigate and pro- 
voke People to drown, or otherways deſtroy them- 
ſelves; which all the verbal Advics of the ableſt 
Divines, in the World can never cure, without the 
Help of Phyſick. The abounding, in ſome Bo 
dies, of that frightful Humour, call'd Atra-Bilis, 
Black Melancholy, works much upon the Minds 
of ſuch People, filling them with fearful Fancies, 
and dreadful Imaginations; making them believe, 
that they ſee ſtrange Sights, hear fearful Noiſes, 
ſee horrid Apparitions, and the like, when in Re- 
ality, they don't fee or hear any Thing all the 
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Now, there have been many happy Cures of 
theſe Diſturbances of Mind : ech have been the 


Effect of Phyſick, * Burtcn telle of - 
one Belionacus, that h: curd dj 
labouring under ſuch melanchoiy Hil, 7 Jo Sec. 
Fancies, by altering of his Habi: of 5. „ od” 
Body, and Courſe of Life. Platerus al- 
ſo, another excellent Phyſician, did the like for ma- 
ny others, by Phyſick alone. | 

For the moſt Part, ſays the ſame Democritus; 


Junior, + the Divine and the Phyſian 


** muſt concur. They take a wrong f Ibid. paz. 


** Courſe, ſaith he, that think toover- 783. 
come this feral Paſſion of Melan- 

"* cholly, by Phyſick alone; or think to work this 
Effect only by good Advice. Though both be 
** forcible in themſelves, yet vis uta fortior, a twq- 
fold Cord is not eaſily broken; they muſt go 
Hand in Hand in this Diſeaſe. 5 


Melancholly, by ſome, is call'd, for what Rea- 


ſon I know not, || Balneum Diaboli, the 
Bath of the Devil. I think it ought | Burt. Aut. 
rather to be call'd, Fabrile Diaboli, the 9f Melan. 
Forge of the Devil, wherein he bam- | 
mers out thoſe dreadful fiery Darts, with which he 
tortures and deſtroys many. Therefore, together 
with the Divine, I would direct all ſuch diſtreſs'd 
Souls to make ſeafonable Application of them- 
ſelves, to ſome learned, ſmltul and judicious Phy- 
{rczan : *Tis poſſible, by his Art, the Doctor may 
cure that Diſeaſe of the Mind, which t'> Divine 
alone can't do by his. That's the Fittt: 

Direction VI. 

Sixthly, Another Direction is this:: 
always to be contented in and under that c 
Lite God is pleas'd to place you in, how mean 
ever. What if it be not fo high and ſplendid, ſo 
'weet and luſticus, as that ot ſome other Men? 

2 What 
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What if you are not cloath'd in Purple, and do net 
fare deliciquſly, with the rich Glutton in the Go- 
ſpel, every Day? Lake 16. 19. If you have but 
convenient Food and Raiment, Health and Liber- 
ty, ye are happy, if you did but know your own 
Happineſs. It is ſtory d of Epicurus himſelf, altho 
formerly the greateſt Pleaſure-Monger in the World, 
that he was heard to ſay theſe Words, Give us hut Va- 
ter, give us but Barly-Meal, and we ſhall vie with Jupt- 
ter for Felicity. oe 

Contentment (the Apoſtle's dlapxaa, Sufficien- 
cy) is All. If we can but be pleas'd, we are happy 
in our meaneſt Condition. All are not born to be 
Great, Rich, and Honourable. Tis order'd by a 
wiſe and gracious Providence, that there ſhould be 
a Diverſity of Qualities among Mankind. Hence 
God makes. to adorn his Creation, ſome Veſſels of 
Honour, and ſome of Diſhonour, In a great Houſe 
there is Occaſion for mean Veſſels, as well as no- 
ble Chargers; for Veſſels of Wood and Earth, as 
well as of Gold and Silver. 

Conſider, no one falls into that low and mean 
Condition ke may be in, by Chance or Accident, but 
by the determinate Providence of the Great God: 
And, for your Comfort, ſyou mayino leſs adorn and 
beautify his Palace, in your low Capacities, rightly 
exercis'd,than they who are plac'd on the uppermolt 
Shelves. This Life is a Tragi-Comedy, in which 
all can't come to be Kings and Princes. It only be- 


comes them in a lower Scene, to act their Parts 


well, and they will partake at leaſt of the Plaudite, 
as much as they that are. 


Diſcontent is a dangerous Thing; it has betray- 
ed many a poor Soul, to the ſhortning of his own 


Days; meer Weariſomneſs and Diſcontent with 


their Condition has done it; which ſhould en- 
gage every one to learn with the Apoſtle Paul, 1: 
Hat 

what 
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whatſoever State they are, therewith to be content, Phil. 
4. 11. | 
Roe Direction VII. 4 

Seventhly, Labour after Patience and Firmneſs 
of Mind. Many, becauſe they can't, or won't 
bear what God, in his Providence 1s pleas'd to 
lay upon them, as Loſſes, Croſſes, . Or 
the like, ran preſently, for Repairation, to a Hal- 
ter, a River, a Piſtol, or ſome ſuch Thing ; where- 
as, had they but the Grace patiently to bear 
God's Viſitation, they had been ſafe. 

We hve in this World, as the Fiſh in the Sea, in 
an Ocean of Vexations, Miſeries, and Provocations: 
Sothat we muſt {ay with the Apoſtle, Heb. 10.36. Ve 
have need of Patience; and ſo we have, the Want 
whereof, hath undone many a poor Soul. What 


was 1t but the Want of that, that made Saul and 


Nero fall upon their own Swords? Achitephel and 
Judas to go and hang themfelves ? With Patience and 
Fixedneſs of Mind, they might have liv'd much 
longer than they did. | 

: *Tis excellent Advice, becauſe profitable to our 
Intereſt and Advantage, in all our Dangers, that 
of our bleſſed Saviour to his Diſciples, Ii Patience, 


poſſeſs ye your Souls, Luke 21. 19. Remember, in 


your Baptiſms, you enliſted yourſelves Soldiers to 
fight manfully under the Banner of the Great Cap- 
tain of your Salvation, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, all the 
Days of your Life; which ought to make you heark- 
en to that Word of Command given by the Apo- 
itle Paul, to his Son Timothy, 2 Ep. Chap. 2. Verſ. 
3. Thou therefore endure Hardneſs, as a good Soldier of 
Feſus Chriſt. Soft, effeminate Natures, are not fit to 
make Soldiers; they ought to dare, and. to bea: 
any Thing. "Tis ſaid, the valiant Goths held ic 
a perpetual Shame, for one of their Sword-Men 
ſo much as to wink at the receiving of a Wonnd. 
Whereas the delicate . would ee 
| 2 due 
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the Roſe-Leaves lay doubled under their Backs. 
If People could but ſuffer their Alotment his 


World, they would much better avoid the \..sfor- 
tunes of it. 
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CH AP. XI. 


Direction VIII. 
HE eighth Direction is this; The better to a- 
void this Evil, be always in good Company. 
eit her of the Living, or of the Dead. 


Firit, Chuſe to be always (if you can) with 
good living Company, :. c. with ſober, chearful 
Friends and Acquaintance ; and the more chearful, 
as long as ſober, the better; for Cheerfulneſs is the 
Bleſſing of God. It is the beſt tort of Phyſick, 4 
merry Heart doth good, liks a Medicine, but a broken 
Sirit dryeth th: Boxes, Prov. 17. 22. ſpends the Mar- 
row, and conſumes the Humidum radicals. Hence, 
when the Prophet would emphatically curſe the 
Encmies of God's People, he prays, That the Lord 
would give them Sorrow of Heart; Give them Sorrow 
of Heart, thy Curſe, unto them, Lament. 3. 65. As if 
that were a Curie, by Way of Eminence: So it 18 
above inoft others whatſoever, God knows. 

The Devil is a moroſe, ſullen, ſaturnine Spirit, 
and being dcom'd to cternal Sorrow and Sadneſs 
himſelf, he cant endure to ſee the innocent, harm- 
leſs Mirth of Chriſtians. Joy and Rejoycing, af- 
ter 2 godly ſort , is not permitted, but encou- 
rag d in th2 Scriptures of Truth, Rejoyce in the Lord 
always, and avain, I [ay rejojce, Phil. 4.4. And the 
Prophet reſolves to joy in the God of his Salvation, 
At ho the Fig: tree ſi cal not Hloſſom, neither ſhould there 
be Fruit in the Vire, though the Labour of the Fees 
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fould fail, and thei Field ſhould yield no Meat, tho the 
Flocks ſhould be cut off from the Fold,and there ſhould be no 
Herd in the Stall, Hab. 3. 17. 18. Which are enonghto 


make any carnal wordly Man fad and melancholy , 


yet he would then joy in the God of his Salvation. 


ft is then a very good Way of avoiding the De- 
vil's Temptations, by keeping in good Company. 
He chiefly frequents waſte and ſolitary Places; when 
he had gotten our Saviour into the Wilderneſs, then 
he exercis'd his longeſt and ſtrongeſt Temptations 
upon bini, Mat. 4. 1, 2 The wnclean Spirit walketb 
tn ough dry Places, tis ſaid, Mat. 12. 43. ſuch as 
Mountains, and Hills, and Wilderneſſes, often 
are. | 
When People are alone, muſing and poring upon 
their Troubles, they do thereby but increaſe their 
Melancholly and Sadnets: And that's a Humour 
beſt pleaſing to the evil, although moſt afflicti ve 
to Man; for he ſees he can work beſt upon it, to 
the bringing of that Party to Deſtruction. 


Chuſe then always to be in good Society; as 


long as you are ſo, you are ſafe. Hardly ever any 
one was found to deſtroy himſelf, While along with 
others. The greatelt Danger is, when you are a- 
lone. Tis not always ſafe to truſt your ſelves, no, 
not in your own keeping. 


Secondly, If you can't get living Company, (as 
always you Woot) then join your ſelves to the 
Dead. Miſtake me not, I mean to the reading and 
ſtudying of good Books; which being dead, do yer 
ſpeak. | 

All living Company is not always good: We 


conte away ſometimes from it, more diſturb'd and 
diſpleas'd, than we went into it. The Imprudence, 


Peeviſhneſs, Pride or Paſſion, of thoſe we have con- 
vers d with, have often vex d and diſturb'd us, in- 


Read of refreſhing or cheering of us. It may, and 
E 3 doca 
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does frequently happen thus, as many every where 
are ready to acknowledge by Experience. Where- 
as there is no ſuch Danger, in Reſpect to the Com- 
pany of good Books; for they will inſtruct you, 
without upbraiding you ; they will adviſe you, 
without affronting you. : | , 
But then you ought to be prudent in your Choice, 
even of this Company alſo, that you addict your 
ſelves to the Reading of good Books; not vain, wan- 
ton, idle ones, (of which there is too great a Plen- 
ty every where) but Books of Piety and Devoti- 
on; and' thoſe eſpecially as are written for the 
healing of wounded Conſciences, and quieting of 
perplex'd Minds. Such as are, Mary Magda en's 
Tears wip'd of; Mr. Robert Bolton's Directions for the 
Cure of aflicted Conſciences; Mr. Perkins's Caſes of Con- 
ſcience; the Works of Mr. Greenbam; and ſome o- 
thers of a like Kind, if you can light upon them. 
Above all, I would recommend to your diligent 
Reading, the Holy Bible, that Book of Books; more 
particularly the Book of Fob, the Pſalms of David, 
the Goſpel of St. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Fohn - 
And yet more eſpecially I wonld ſend you to Gateſis 
3. T4, 15. where you have the great God ſubje- 
cting the Devil, under the Power of Man, in theſe 
Words; The Seed of the Womaa Halt bruiſe the Ser- 
peent 's Head. Which ſingle Paſſage, if 
Mer. de We may believe Melancton, and other 
Preft. C. 1). learned * Men, hath hen, of it ſelf, 
p. 54. apud effectual to drive away the Devil: As 
Van p. rg. may appear from the following Ex- 
| ample. | | | 
There came a Monk to Lather's Houſe, and with 

_ great Violence knock'd at the Door, The Servant 
open'd it, and enquir'd, what he would? Heask'd, 
if Luther was at Home? Luther inform'd, bad he 
ſhould come in; for he had not ſeen a Monk of a 
long Time. The Monk told him, he had ſome Pa- 
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piſtical Errors, about which he deſir d ſome Confe-. 
rence with him; and ſo propounded ſome Syllo- 
giſms: Which Luther having ſolv'd with Eaſe, he 
offer d others, that were net ſo eaſily anſwer'd. 
Luther fomewhat angry, broke into theſe Words: 
Jon give me a great deal of Trouble, for I have other 
Buſmeſs in Hand, that I ſhoulg diſpaich , and withal, 
Tiling from the Seat, he ſhew'd the Explication of 
the Place which was offer d him by the Monk. In 
this Conference, perceiving at length, that the 
Monk's Hands were like a Bird's Claws, Ar't thou he? 
Then, ſaid Luther, liſten to that Sentence which is 
pronounc'd againſt thee ; and fireight Way ſhews 
him this Place, The Seed of the Woman ſhall break the 
Serpent's Head. The Devil, overcome with this Say- 
ing, angry, and murmuring to himſelf, departed, 
leaving a filthy Stink behind him. There are other 
Examples of this Kind, not needful at preſent to be 
Here inſerted. 

As you would avoid the dreadful Sin and Dan- 
ger of Self-Murder, carefully keep your ſelf in good 
Company. 
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HAF. XII. 


Direction IX. 
NIE. d A yet farther Direction herein, is this 
Be diligent and intent in that honeſt Calling 
and Employment you are, by the Providence ot 
God, plac'd in. Many flouriſhing Commor-wealths 
have enjoin'd Exerciſe and Labour to all Sorts of 
Men among them.“ And the Turks 
require all Men, of whatſoever De- 8 
gree, to be of ſome Trade or other; 2, f 
the Grand Seignior himſelf is not ex- p. 335. 


cus'd. 
* A EA SN 


Idleneſs gives the Devil great Alyaiicihtla over al 
People, both as to thew Bows and Minds. Wh 
—eOPIC, Oth as to ther DOGS and Wikias. en 


he finds them idle, he fees they ald zn omne nefas 


parati, ready for any Miſchief. 


Oueritur Egyſteus, qua de re factus Adulter ? 
In promptu Cauſa eft, Deſidioſus erat. 
; * 


Would you know why Egyſteus did that Crime ? 
The Reaſon is, his Idleneſs that Time. 


Whereas, when People are honeſtly and buſily em- 


ploy'd, the Devil ſees there's no Room to cram in 


2 Temptation. Tis a true Obſervation of that 
learned and pious Man, Biſhop San— 
7 1 apy derſou, t that a on vacat is a better 
p. 192, Anſwer to any of the Devil's Tempta- 
| tions, than a 10 licet. Tis better to 
ſay, T am not at Leiſure, than tis to ſay, the 
Thing is not al. If we come to that once, the 
Devil, by his $opt:iftry, ill ſoon perſwade us, 2s 
he did our Grand-mother F, in a like Caſe, that 
tis lawful enough, and i to our Advantage, 
let who will fay the Cary. But to tell him 
downright, we are not at Lciſure; we can't poſſi- 
bly attend his Motion; we have neceſſary Buſineſs 
in Hand, that muſt needs be done forthwith ; that 
makes him to deſiſt, and go away aſham'd : For 
hie ſees there is now no Good to be done. 
Which ſhould engage all, who are any Way 
tempted to miſchief themſelves, or others, to kee 
their Minds tix d upon the Buſineſs of their ho 
Employments. For you may be ſure, the Devil is 
then moſt active, when you are moſt idle; moſt 
buſy, when you are out of Buſineſs. And there 
are likewiſe great Bleſſings promis'd in the Word 
ot God, to Diligence and Induſtry. The Hand of 
they Diligent, maketh rich. Sveſt thou a Man diligent 
, 
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in bis Buſmeſs, ſays Solomon, Prov. 22. 29. be Hall 
fland befors Rings, he ſhall not ſtand before mcan Per- 
ſons, In welancholy Diſtempers, there can be no 
better Cure, than continual Buſineſs, 
as Rais holds.* For which Cauſe, S. * Democ. Jun. 
Hierom preſcrib'd Ruſticus the Monk, #4. 

that he ſhould be always employ'd, 

Ne te Demon otioſum invemat, That the Devil did 

not find him idle. 
| Diredtion X. 

A tenth Direction is this: When you have no 
preſent Buſineſs to employ you, apply your ſelves 
to ſome honeſt Sports and Recreations. There are 
but few of ſuch a Socratick Brow, as not to allow 
ſome Relaxation of Care and Labour ſoinetimes. 


Interpone tuis, is à no leſs wiſe Saying, thapa com- 
mon. 


Semel in Anno 


Ridet Apollo. 


The wiſe Sollo, once a Tear, 
Does laugh, and ſing, and caſt off Care. 


Now, there are divers Recreations, which at once 

refreſh the Mind and Body too; and they unduubt- 

| edly are the beſt. Such is | 
Hunting, a manly and noble Sport, which tha 

greateſt Perſonages of the World have indulg'd 

themſelves in. The beſt Exerciſe, 1ays 

) one, that is;* by which alone, ma- „Demos. Fun. 

i ny have been freed trom feveral Diſea- qu9 ſupra. 

5 ſes. Deorum Mums, a Princely Sport. 

t Such alſo is Fowling, with Guns, and Nets, and 

e Dogs, and Hawks. The Perfian Kings hawk after 

4 Butterflies, with Sparrows, or rather with Swal- 


f lows. And the Mnſcuvian Emperors reclaim Eagles 
it to flie at Deers, Hares, Fox:s, Oc. And in this 
a : ng 
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dur Country, there have been ſome heretofore, that 
have brought Ravens to catch Partridge, like Hawks. 
Fiſhing is all out as delightſome to many Per- 
ſons, be it by Nets, by Flies, by Angles. MHawk- 
ing and Hunting are laborious, and many Dangers 
accompany them. But if the Angler catch no Fiſn, 
et he enjoys the ſweet Smells of fine frei Meadow 
— and the melodious Harmony ot the Birds. 
There have been diyers witty Books written on this 
Subje&, but none better, than that we have in our 
bem np by Mr. Tſaac Valton, call'd, The 4rt 
of Angling; Trayght with Variety of Wit, Songs, 
and Fancies. 
Walking alſo by Chryſtal Streams in verdant 
Fields, 1s a fine Recreation. To walk, 
„H. #Y. p. ſays one, * amongft Orchards, Gardens, 


342. Bowers, Arbors, artificial Wilderneſſes, 


and green Thickets, Arches, Groves, Fiſh- 
ponds, (to ſee the Fiſlnng of the Cormorant) to deſport 
in ſome pleaſant Plain, or run upon a fleep Hill, or fit 
in a ſhady Seat, muſt needs be a delectable Recreation. 
But theſe are all Diverſions without Doors: 

There are alſo In- door PT, as alzis & picłis 
chartis Indere ; and ſome Sorts of Dancing. I ſhan't 
condemn theſe as ſinful in themſelves. However, 
1 grant they are too frequently abns'd, eſpecially 
in our great Cities, where Balls don't begin till 
nine at Night, nor end till two or three. 
There are Billiards, Shovel-Board, Cheſs-Play, 
which may yield to them that are skill d therein, 
great Recreation. 

But above all, Muſick ſeems the beſt Qualifier 
of Melancholy, although occaſion'd by an evil Spi- 
rit. As in the remarkable Inftance of King Saul; 
The Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and on e- 
vil Spirit from the Lord troubl'd him, 1 Sam. 16. Verſ. 
14, to the End. Aud it came to paſs. when the evil 
Spirit from God was upon Saul, that David ook an 
* : be 72 
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Harp, aud play'd with bis Hand. S0 Saul was re 
| freſh'd, and was well, and the evil Spirit departed 
from him. 


Thus David's Lyre did Saul's wild Rage controul, * 
And tun'd the harſh Diſorders of his Soul. 


Muſica incantans, Muſick charms the Charmer; which 
ſhall ſuffice as to this Direction. 
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HAP. XIV. 


Direction XI. 
HE eleventh Direction herein, is this. Beware 
of loving that Thing immoderately, which 
you may loſe, be it what it will. There is no 
worldly Thing, but what you may be depriv'd of; 
as Reputation, Relations, Poſſeſſions; and the De- 
privat ion of every one of theſe, (as you heard before) 


has caus d many wretched People to haſten on their 
own Ends. NE 


yet of as fatal Inflnence hereunto as any, is a too 
high Love and Opinion ſome have had of Liber- 
ty. Rather than they would fall into their Ene- 
mies Hands, become Captives, and be ſhut up in 
ſome horrid Dungeon, or naſty Priſon, they have 
choſen ta deſtroy themſelves. 

There 1s a famous Example to this Purpoſe, in 
the ſecond Book of the Maccabees, Chap. 14. Verf. 
37, 38. of one Raxis, an Elder of Hieruſalem, 2 
Man of very good Report, and conſtant in Religi- 
on; yet rather than he would fall into the Hands 


| | | ot 
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| # Cowl. David, L. 1. p. 1 


But one Thing, not already inſtanc'd in, and 
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of Nichanor, his Enemy, he murder'd himſelf af- 
ter a moſt ſavage Marnier. He firſt fell upon bis 
Sword; and when tor Haſte that Stroi:s diſpatch'd 
him not, he threw himſelf furiouſſy o a high 
Wall; after which, yet breathing, with h wn 
Hands he rended out his own Bowels, ani threw 
them among the People. Thus dy'd Cato Uitcerf: 
a grave Man, rather than would #51: into tue 
Hands of Julie Cs/ir. ins Enemy. * 
* Did. Poet, In the ſame Manne. Y i1us Virius, 
et Hift. ving perſwaded the People o apua 
to yield themſelves to Hannibal, the 
Carthaginian, (who then beſieg d them) perſwaced 
twenty four of the Senators (of which Number he 
was) to drink Poiſon with him; which they all did, 
and then with mutual Embracings and Tears for 
their Countries Calamities, they all dy'd betore 
Hannibal enter'd the City. Tis almoſt endleſs to 
give the various Examples, which of this Kind do 
occur in Hiſtory. | 
Whereas, this notwithſtanding, Ignominy, and 
Loſs of Liberty, is not ſo truly dreadfu:. as *tis 
by ſome apprehended to be. It lies chiefly it: on- 
ceit and Iniagination. - All the Taunts Re 
proaches in the World, can breal! Bont, nor fo 
much as diſturb our Minds, unleſs 2 pleaſe. Im- 
3 priſonment can be of the Bodys 
Zu ara, P. 5. the Soul can't be corrin'd, Tis well 

Fe ' exprels'd by an E-7bþþ Poet,“ 


Stone Walls do not a Pri . 
Nor Iron Bars a C 

Minds imocent and qui! K 
That for an Hermit; 


The Mind in a Moment flies from the deepeſt 
Dungeon, to the higheſt Heaven; and in Deſpite 
of Tyrants, expatiates Sea Ap Land. The Body 
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indeed may be laid in Chains; but that is not pro- 
perly our ſelf. * Mens cuyjuſq; eft nt 

quiſq; ſaid the Heathen, The Mind, „Tul. 5% 
that's the Man, the Body only a Huſt or Sonn. Scipion. 
Shell. 


Hence, when the Tyrant Nichocreon, King of 


_ Cyprus, took Anaxarchus, the Philoſo- 


pher, Priſoner, * and put him into an * Did. t. 
Iron-Mortar, and caus d Men topound “ Her. 

him with a Brazen-Peſtil, he cry d out, 
Turds! tunde! Beat on! beat on! Tundis tautum A- 
naxarchi Vaſculum, Thou only beateſt the Husk, 
the Shell of Anaxarchus. 

To be impriſon'd, and ſhut up in deep Dungeons, 
has been the Fortune of ſome ot the beſt and braveſt 
Per ſonages of the World; and that of the tender- 
eſt Sex too; yet they have (many of them) born 
it with a maſculine Reſolution, and at length 
come out gloriouſly like the Sun, the brighter for 
its Eclipſe. So may you alſo, it your own Puſil- 
lanimity does not betray you into Miſchief, | 

That you may never then fall under any ſuch 
Temptation, to harm your ſelves for the Loſs of 
any Worldly Enjoy ments whatſoever, be as care- 
ful as poſlibly you can, never to let out too much 
of your Love or Affection upon them. Rather en- 
deavour to follow the Apoſtle's Advice, Col. 3. 2. 
And ſet your Affections on Things above, and not on 
Things on the Earth. | 

Direction XII. | 

A twelveth Direction, is this: Reſiſt all the 
Temptations of the Devil, with a bold, fix'd, and 
manly Reſolution. In the Apoſtle's Word, 1 Cor. 
15. 13. 4% eee, play the Man. Quit you like 
Men, and be ſtrong. ih 

And truly you have great Reaſon to pluck up 


your Courage; For you are wot to wreſtle againſt 


Fleſh and Blood, Epheſ. 6. Verſ. 12. onward, but a- 
gainft 
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gainſt Principalities, againſt Powers, agninit the Rulers 
of the Darkneſs of this World, againit Bunz VVick- 


edneſs in high Places. i. e. Wicked Spirits of high 
Places. 15 
Lou have therefore the more Reaſon to be bold 
and couragious; and according to the Apoſtle's 
Advice, to take unto you, the whole Armour of 
God, the Belt of Truth, the Breaſt-Plate of Righ- 
teouſneſs; the Sword of the Spirit, the Buckler of 
Faith, and the Helmet of Salvation. And being 
thus become a compleat Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt, 
arm'd Cap-a-pede, you muſt ſtand to it ſtoutly, and 
having done all to ſtand, as St. Paul adviſes at the 
13th Verſe. Th 
But then you muſt beware, you don't ſet forth 
againſt this mighty Goliab, in your own Strength; 
ut as David did, in the Name of the Lord. Then 
avid ſaid to the Philiſtine, thou comeſt to me with a 
Sword, aud with a Spear and with a Shield, but T come to thee 
in the Name of the Lord of Hoſts, and this Day the Lord 
will deliver thee into my Hand, 1 Sam. 17. 45 46. And 


he did it accordingly. Follow then, the Exhorta- 


tion of the laſt-mention'd Apoſtle, at the ſame 
Place, My Brethren, be ſtrong in the Lord, and the Pow- 
ar of bus Might: And then, with Confidence, may 


you fay alſo, I can do all Things, thro* Chrift, that 


ſtrengtbens me. 

And, indeed, you have great Encouragement 
hereunto: For the Devil is a grand Coward. and 
in this, like the Allegator, about the River Nile, 
whoſe Property is, To follow thoſe that fly him, 
and to fly thoſe that follow him. This is no leſs 
than what you ar? aſſurd of, by the Apoſtle James, 
Ebap. 4. Verſ. 7. Refift the Devil, and be will ee from 
you But you muſt do it with your utmoſt Reſolu- 
ion, or you can never expect it. Which (as one 


Sol dier 


wowd think) ſhould be enough to make a weak 
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Soldier fight, when he knows one refolute Puſh 
will make the Enemy flee. = 

Tis true, the Devil is a ſubtle, powerful Spirit; 
however (as you heard before) he can't compel you 
to any Thing againſt your Will. The Advantage 
he gains over you, at any Time, is chiefly from 
8 7 own Conſent; unleſs God is pleas'd for (Ends 

eſt known to himſelf) to deliver you over into 
his Hands, as he did ſome time, his Servant Jab; 
ſince in your Baptiſm, you ſolemnly vow'd your 
ſelves Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, againſt the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil z the Devil can challenge 
no Right in you, unleſs you break your firſt Vows, 
and ſo give him Advantage over you. Do but 
keep your Vows, and then, through the Shield of 
Faith, you ſhall be able to quench all the fiery Darts of the 
wicked One, Eph. 6. 16. | 
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5 Direction XV. e ? 
1 Beware that you do not, upon a- 

| ny Temptation whatſoever, enter into any 
Covenant with the Devil, either by Word or Wri- 
ting, expreſs'd or imply d. SITY 

The Devil, in various Shapes, (we ſhall put the. 
Lye upon the moſt credible Authors in the World, 
not to believe it) has actually ſollicited diftrefs'd 
People, as was mention'd before, to give themſelves. 
to him; promiſing them, if they would but do ſo, 
they ſhould have whatever they would deſire ; 
they ſhould be eas'd of all their Pains, aveng'd of: 
all their Enemies, enjoy all their Loves, obtain all 
the Wealth they could wiſn. And upon theſe En- 
douxagements, he hath prevail'd but with too many, 


jo 
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to ſign the fatal Contract, and that too ſometimes 
with their own Blood. 

There is a memorable PaſſageI have met with, 
; „ tt this Purpoſe in the Life of St. Baſil; 
1 gw I „ * A yourg Man of mean Fornune, 

4 c. fell deſperately in Love with a young 


Os 
By 2 Lady ot great Quality; and not 
knowing how to obtain her otherwife, he applys 
himſelf tothe Devil; who appearing to him, aſk'd 
him, If be did belicve be was able to complent his Deſire ? 
He anſwer'd, 1's. Wilt thon then, ſaid the Devil; 
tenounce thy Chriſt. and thy api? I do renounce 
them, ſaid he. Fut you Chriſtians, laid the Devil, 
are a perfidious Generation, for when you have obtain'd 


Wilt thou, in - Writing. wider thy Hand, confeſs, that 
thou ba'ft rer:omne'd thy Chriſt, and thy Baptiſm, and ac- 
knowl:dg: thy ſelf coer to be mine? The Youth preſently 
made the Writing, and having fignd it, dehver'd 
it with his own Hand. Upon which, he quickly 
obtain'd the Lady; who ob ſerving, in a little 
Time after, that! Pulland never car'd to go to 
Church, or call upon Gad, or performing any Du- 
ries of Religion, miſtruſted, hat the Perlon ſhe had 
marry'd, was no Chriſtian. Having, at length, 
otten out of him an Acknowledgment of the whole 
aner, away fhe haſted to St. Baſil, then Biſhop 
of that Place, and explains the Buſineſs to him, 

and begs his Afliſtance in it. | 
St. Pail hereupon, ſends for the young Man, and 
upon Examination of him, having found he had 
given himſelf to the Devil, aſk'd him, If be was 
willing to be releas d of his Contra, and return to 
God? He anſwer'd, Tes, with all my Heart, but I am 
notable, The good Father tells him, The Lord is mer- 
ful, and upon his true Repentauce, he might yet obtain 
Pardon. And, having by a deep Humiliation, pre- 
par'd him, he at length appointed him to be ready 
to 


your Will, you leave me. aud return to your CHriſtagain: 
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to go with him, on ſuch a Day, to the Church; 
where all the Clergy, the Religious, and other pi- 
ous People, were defir'd to be, to pray unto God, on 
behalt of the young Man. The Day being come, 
St. Baſil takes lym by the Hand, and leads him in- 
to the Church. Where, behold! the Devil, with a 
Multitude of other evil Spirits with him, came 
and laid hold of the young Man, and tugg'd hard 
to pull him out of the Father's Hands, ſaying, He 
7s mine, be is mine, under his own Hand. To whom 
St. Baſil thus ſpake, 1s it not enough to thee. O! thor 
wicked Spirit, that thou haſt deſiroyd try e, unleſs 
thou obtaineſt the Deſtructisn alſo, of the Si. of my 
God? To whom, in the Audience of all the 
People, the Devil repiy'd , Thou prejudgeſt me, O 
Baſil! thon prejudgei? me. I did not go firft to him 
he came to ine; he renouncd Chriſt, he covcnanted, 
to be mine + Lu! here is the Writing under his own Hand. 
Said the Father, Ve will not ceaſe our Prayers, until 
thou beſt deliver d back the Contract. And behold, 
while St. Baſil was earneſtly praying, the Paper, 
carry'd through the Air, in the Sight of all that 
were preſent, was deliver'd into his Hands. Pre- 
{ently the Father tore it in Pieces, andetlie young 
Man became a good Chriſtian, and very happily e- 
ſcap'd the Snares of the Devil. 1 8 

Although many other Paſſages of the like Na- 
ture may eaſily be produc'd, * 1 ſhall | 
confine my ſelf, at preſent, but to one * Er Logic 
more, and that is ot Cornelius Agrippa, Theat. p. 14 r. 
a very learn'd, Man + He was ever ws bow by 4 
accompany'd with the Devil (upon 1 Curio 
ſome Contact, no Doubt, between 7?by/. p. 150. 
them) in the Shape of a black Dog: Fg. 318. 

But being at length (not very aged) 

about to die, he was mov'd to Repentance; and 

taking off his Dog's Collar, that was about his Neck 

inſcrib'd with Magical Characters, he burſt ont 
N with 


(66 
with theſe Words, Abi, perdita Beſtia, que me per- 
didiſti; Be gone, damn'd Beaſt,who ha'it utterly un- 
done me. Upon which he expir'd ; and the Dog, 
with a haſty Flight, leap'd into the River Aar, 
and was never ſeen after. ö 1 
By which fearful Examples, it may be clearly 
ſeen, how ſad it is for any to hold Correſpondence 
with the Devil, aud his more immediate Agents 
and to enter into any Contract with him, upon a- 
ny Conſiderations in the World: For he pays thoſe 
befool'd Wretches, with nothing but counterteit 
and falſe Gratificatiqns here, and with real and e- 
verlaſting Torments hereafter. 
Direction XIV. ET 
A fourteenth Direction, is this; Never keep the 

Devil's Counſel, i. e. when you are at any Time 
tempted by him, to the Commiſſion of any ſuch a- 
bominable Wickedneſs, as the harming or mur- 
dering of your ſelves is; be ſure not torkeep it pri- 
vate, but divulge it to one or another, The Devil, 

undoubtealy, hath oftentimes immediately temp- 
ted many poor Wretches to this horrid Villany; 
nay, has been earneſt and urgent with them 
has follow'd them Day and Night, where-ever 
they have gone. Which, unwilling (it may be) 
to concern their Friends or Relations with their 
Miſeries, they have kept to themſelves. And ' tis 
likely alſo, they have been charg'd by the Devil, 
under ſome fearful Threat or other, not to divulge it. 
And they have kept his Counſel accordingly, to 


their own Ruin. For had they hat been fo wiſe | 


as to have diſclos'd it in Time, it might have prov'd 
the Preſervation both of their Souls and Bodies, 
. whichcome now to be endanger'd for ever. L 

Leet not any therefore be perſwaded to keep thoſe 
Temptations to themſelves, to lock them up pri- 
vately in the Cabinet of their on. Boſoms, as if 


they were ſome choice Jewels; but rather make 


| 


_— RO0£© TNT 


them 


(67) 
them known to ſome kind, diſcreet Friend or other, 
as ſoon as poſſibly they can. If you ſay, You 
Have no ſuch peculiar Friend of your own, to 
whom you may communicate ſuch a Secret, do it 
to any cne, rather than not atall. For it may be 
well ſuppos'd, that profeſs d Chriſtianity, or com- 
mon Humanity, will oblige them, whoever they 
are, to do whatever they can towards the hin- 
dering of ſo great a Mifchief: Some have done it 
with very comfortable and happy Succeſs ; for 
they have come this Way to be deliver'd from the 
Snares of the Devil; fand, by God's Bleſſing, fo 
may you too. However, you may remember 
whom, under ſuch Troubles, I more eſpecially di- 
refed you before to go, to the Phyſician of the 
Soul, and of the Body; and to them I again refer 


n 
| Direction XV. 
A fifteenth Direction, is this; Endeavour to 
check and obſtruct whatever you can, the Begin- 
nings of this Evil ; nip it in the very Bud ; as the 


Poet well adviſes; Perſe Sat. 3. 


. —— Pementi occurrite Morbo. 


He that would take off a Diſeaſe. 
Muſt ſtop it when it firſt doth ſeize. 


AY Things are weak in their Infancy; while 
young and tender, they may be eaſily ſubdu'd 
if let alone and cheriſh'd, they grow unmanage- 
able and maſterleſs: You ſhould then ſtop this 
Miſchief when it firſt begins, before it gathers 


Head; it ſeldom comes on, both with Speed and 


Vplence at once. *Tis a true Obſervation, 
Nemo repents fit turpiſimus. 
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None leaps up to the higheſt Round 
Of Sin, upon the firſt Re- bound. 


Obſta Princigits, is a wiſe, however it be a common 
Saying ; Hinder the Beginnings of Evil, it will be 
more eaſily conquer d and ſubdu'd then, than if it 
be let alone to. recover Strength ; for, like the 
Oak, the longer it ſtands, the more ſtubborn it 
grows. 5 

Tis good Advice, to cruſh the Cockatrice in the 
Shell; if it be ſuffer'd to hatch, it brings forth a 
Serpent, that will ſting you to Death. He that 
would not have the Whelps of the Lioneſs to be- 
come rampant, and too fierce to be maſtex'd, muſt, 
if he can, kill them while they are Cubs. Great 
and incurable have been the Fiſtula's let alone, 
which might have been heal'd at firſt for a ſmall 


Matter. 


— — — 
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CHAP. XVI. 


＋ HE ſixteenth Direction, is this; Whatever 
your Caſe, or Condition be, deſpair not. The 
Poet could ſay, 


Nil deſperare, prope res eff una, Numici. Hor, Epiſt- 


Tis the beſt Thing of all, 
Not to deſpair to fall. 


a 
” 


alfg.: 3 
Nor, there are two Things, which People are 
wont, but Chriſtians eſpecially, ought not to de- 


Firſt, 


For Deſpair having kill'd Hope, kills Endeavours 


ſpair about, 


ay ] 
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Firſt, God's Providence. 
Secondly, God's Pardon. 


Firſt, Some have deſpair'd of God's Providence; 
have fear*'d that they, and their Children, and 
their Families, would come to want. Hence they 
have, by the Devil's Inſtigations, proceeded to 
deſtroy their Children firſt, and themſelves at- 
ter. AnExample of which, happen'd about five 
or ſix Years back, in this County of Devon; 
A certain inhumane Wretch , knock'd two or 
three of his Children on the Heads', and daſh'd 
out their Brains: And being examin'd why 
he did it? anſwer'd, Becauſe he was afraid they 
would come to want. But being committed, and 
try'd at the Caſtle of Exon, at the Aſſizes held 
there for this County, he was found guilty of 
Murder, ſentenc'd, and executed, according to his 
Deſerts 

Whereas, you may be aſſur'd, God has a tender, 
general Care over all the Works of his Hands; 
He openeth bis Hand, and filleth all Things living 
with Good, Pſ. 104. 27, 28. The Eyes of all, ſays 
the Royal Prophet, wait upon bim, and he giveth them 
their Meat in due Seaſon. 

But then you may more firmly conclude,thatthe 


bath a more eſpecial Providence over Man, the Top 


and Glory of the viſible Creation ; and yet a more 


- peculiar one over good Men and Women, and their 


Poſterity. I have been jonng, though now am old, ſays 
holy David, yet never ſaw I the Righteous forſaken, nor 
bis Seed begging their Bread, Plal. 37. 25. 

Our bleſſed Saviour, in Compailion to the Infir- 
mities of his weak and diſconſolate Ones, is pleas d 
to ſhew, by a Demonſtrat ion at large, what little 
Reaſon they have to diſtruſt his Providence at any 
Time, either for Food or Rayment, in the 6th 
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Chapter of St. Matthew, from the 25th Verſe, to the 


End, 


Firſt, That you ought not to be ſollicitous about 
Food, the holy Jeſus clearly proves, by an Argu- 
ment taken from the Fowls of the Air; Conſider, ſays 
he, the Fowls of the Air, they ſow not, neither do they 
reap, nor gather into Barns, yet your heavenly Father 
feedeth them. You may obſerve, *tis emphaticall 
ſpoken of the Fowls of the Air, not of the Houſe, 
whom the careful Houſe-wife may look after; but 
sf the Fowls of the Air, which have no Caterer, 
but Providence. But what is the Concluſion that 
rom hence is inferr'd? Are ye not much better than 
they? Are not Men and Chriſtians of much greater 
Account with Heaven, than are Sparrows or Ra- 
vens, or any other Fowls ? 

Such is the infinite Tenderneſs and Compaſſion of 
Almighty God, that he ſeems to take the helpleſs 
Young of all Creatures (how mean ſoever) into his 
more peculiar Care. He giveth to the Beaſt his Food, 
and to the young Ravens which cry, Pſal. 147. 9. Ve 
provideth jor the Raven his Food? when his young 
Ones cry unto God, wandring for lack of Meat , Job 
38.41. WY 

But. among all his Creatures upon Earth, the 
Providence of God ſeems moſt wonderful towards 
i the Oſtrich. - The Oftrich is a Bird of a lovel 
| Plume, and great Stature and Strength of Body. 
| So that in ber Pride, at what Time ſhe lifteth up ber ſclf 

on high, (i. e. raiſeth her ſelf upon her Legs and 
Wings, for ihe can't flee above the Ground) fe 
loi neth the Horſe and his Rider, Job 39. 13 Verſe, 
and onward. So ſwift ſhe is in her Motion, yet 
{he is a kind of ſtupid Bird, for foe laaues ber Eggs in 
He Earth, and warmeth them in the Sand; forgetting 
that the Foot may crujh them, or that the wild Beaffs 
may break them, Verſe 15. 7, 6 the carebſsly drop- 
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peth her Eggs as ſhe goes along, flightly covering 
them in the warm Sand, and then goes away and 
leaves them to Providence to hatch aud bring 
them forth, taking no farther Care of them: 80 
that wy are no leſs the Wonder of Providence in 
their Suftentation, than they were in their firſt. 
Production. Yet, this notwithſtanding, you may 
obſerve, when you ſee any of them, to what a 
Pitch of Strength and Beauty they grow. 

How much more then may Chriſtan People 
hope, That if God, at any time, takes the Hus- 
band from the Wife, the Parent from the Child, 
he intends for the future, to be a Father to the Fa- 
therleſs, and a Hufband to the Widow, himſelf: 
This is what he graciouſly promis'd his People 
heretofore, Iſai ah 49. 25. I will contend with him that 
contendeth with thee, and I will ſave thyChildren. And 
yet more remarkably by the Propltzt Jeremiah, 
Chap. 49. 11. Leave thy Fatherleſs Children with me, 
Iwill preſerve them alive, and let thy Widows truit in 
me. You can't leave them in better nor ſafer 
Hands. 

It was with God's Providence over the Fowls of 
the Air, the famous Mr. Hern, ſome time Miniſter 
of Modberry, in the County of Devon, comforted 
his poor Wiſe, when ſhe lamented her Condition ta 
him, as he lay a dying, ſay ing, O! what ſhall he- 
come of me, and my Children? Said he to her; 
Dear Wife, trouble not your ſelf, he that feedeth the 
young Ravens, will not ſuffer the Herns to ſtarve. And 
when he was gone, God provided very graciouily 
for them all. What became of the reſt, I know not, 
but one of them was bred a Scholar, and becams 
an eminent Preacher in the Town of Houten in 
this Country. 


Secondly, Noc let any deſpair, or be caſt down 
ahodt Ray ment; which two, Fond and Riyment, 
f . F G | * 
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Chapter of St. Matthew, from the 25th Verſe, to the 
End, 


Firſt, That you ought not to be ſollicitous about 
Food, the holy Jeſus clearly proves, by an Argu- 
ment taken from the Fowls of the Air; Conſider, ſays 
he, the Fowls of the Air, they ſuw not, neither do they 


reap, nor gather into Barns, yet your heavenly Father 


feedeth them, You may obſerve, tis emphaticall 


ſpoken of the Fowls of the Air, not of the Houſe, 
whom the careful Houſe- wife may look after; but 
&f the Fowls of the Air, which have no Caterer, 
but Providence. But what is the Concluſion that 
fom hence is inferr'd? Are ye not much better than 
they? Are not Menand Chriſtians of much greater 
Account with Heaven, than are Sparrows or Ra- 
vens, or any other Fowls ? 

Such is the infinite Tenderneſs and Compaſſion of 
Almighty God, that he ſeems to take the helpleſs 
Young of all Creatures (how mean ſoever) into his 
more peculiar Care. He giveth to the Beaſt his Food, 
and to the young Ravens which cry, Plal. 147. 9. Ve 


provideth jor the Raven his Food? when his young 


Ones cry unto God, wandring for lack of Meat, Job 


38. 41. | 

But, among all his Creatures upon Earth, the 
Providence of God ſeems moſt wonderful towards 
the Oſtrich. ' The Oſtrich is a Bird of a lovel 


Plume, and great Stature and Strength of Body, 


So that in ber Pride, at what Time ſhe lifteth up her ſclf 


on high, (i. e. raiſeth her ſelf upon her Legs and 
Wings, for ihe can't flee above the Ground) fe 


tos neth the Horſe and his Rider, Job 39. 13 Verſe, 


and onward. So ſwift ſhe is in her Motion, yet 
{he is a kind of ſtupid Bird, for ſe I:aves ber Eggs in 
be Earth, and warmeth them in the Sand; forgetting 
that the Font may crujh them, or that the wild eas 
May break them, Verſe 15. 7, 6. Me carebſoly drop- 


peth 


FE] 


peth her Eggs as ſhe goes along, Nightly covering 
them in the warm Sand, and then goes away and 
leaves them to Providence to hatch aud bring 
them forth, taking no farther Care of them: $9 
that they are no leis the Wonder of Providence in 


their Suftentation, than they were in their firſt 


Production. Yet, this notwithſtanding, you may 
obſerve, when you ſee any of them, to what a 
Pitch of Strength and Beauty they grow. 


w much more then may Chriſtan People 
hope, That if God, at any time, takes the Hus- 


band from the Wife, the Parent from the Child, 
he intends for the future, to be a Father to the Fa- 
therleſs, and a Hufband to the Widow, himſelf: 
This is what he graciouſly promis'd his People 
heretofore, Iſai ah 49. 25. I will contend with him that 
contendeth with thee, and I will ſave thyChildren. And 
yet more remarkably by the Proplitzt Jeremiah, 
Chap. 49. 11. Leave thy Fatherleſs Children with me, 
Iwill preſerve them ali ve, and let thy Widows truit in 
me. You can't leave them in better nor ſafer 
Hands. 

It was with God's Providence over the Fowls of 
the Air, the famous Mr. Hern, {ome time Miniſter 
of Modberry, in the County of Devon, comforted 
his poor Wiſe, when ſhe lamented her Condition ta 
him, as he lay a dying, ſaying, O] what ſhall he- 
come of me, and my Children? Said he to her; 
Dear Wife, trouble not your ſelf, he that feedeth the 
young Ravens, will not ſuffer the Herns to ſtarve. And 
when he was gone, God provided very gracinuily 
for them all. What became of the reſt, I know not, 
but one of them was bred a Scholar, and becams 
an eminent Preacher in the Town of Honiton in 
this Country. 


Secondly, Nor let any de ſpair, or be calt down 
about Ray ment; „bien Ewa, Food and R 1y ment, 
Os | 38 F 4 (in 
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in this Senſe, ftotumw Hhminis) include in them all 


that is neceſſary unto Life. And are as much as 
God hath promis'd, or Chriſtians, in Reaſon, can 


require. 


This is what our Saviour has fully aſſur'd you of, 
by an Argument taken from the Flowers that grow 


wild in the Field, at the 28 Verſe of this Chapter; 


Conſider, ſays he, the Lillies of the Field, how they 
grow ; (not of the Garden, which are the Concern 
of ſome Furious Floriſt) they toil not, neither do they 
Tio unto you, that even Solomon in all his 
lory, was not aray d like one cf theſe, Verſ. 29. Now, 
if God ſo cloaths the Graſs of the Field, (with ſuch a 
lovely Garniture) which to Day is, and to Morrow is 
caſt into the Oven, ſhall he not much more cloath you, 
O! ye of little Faith? Verſ. 30. 

The Concluſion of the whole then, is this; That 
Chriſtians ſhould take no Thought, ſaying, What 
Hall we eat? or what (hall we drink ? or wherewithal 
Hall we. be cloathed ? Verſ. 32. No, don't let that 
trouble you, as if our Saviour had ſaid, For your 
b-avenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all theſe 


. Things, Verſ. 32. and that's enough for you. *Tis 
ſufficient for a good Child, that his tender Father 


does but know that he wants any Thing. For his 
fatherly Affection, if he be able, will naturally 
encline him, to ſupply his Neceſſities, How much 
more will your heavenly Father do fo for all his 
faithful and obedient Children? *Tis a true Say- 
ing, that of one of the Ancients, Tam Pater nemo, 
tam pius nemo; None ſo much a Father none ſo good 
a Father, as he 1s. : 

The only Matter then, which you are to con- 
cern your ſelves about, is, To ſeek firſt the Kingdom 
of God and his Righteouſneſs, then you may be ſure 
that all theſe Things will be added unto you, Verſ. 33. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


QEconOy, As you ſhould not deſpair of God's 
Providence, ſo nor of God's Pardon. Some 
have fear'd, that their Sins were ſo many, and fo 
great, that they could not be pardon'd : And their 
Fear hath driven them to Deſpair ; and Deſpair 
hath caus'd them to lay violent Hands upon them- 
ſelves. * 

Whereas the moſt juſt Ground of Fear, is, not 
that your Sins cant be pardon'd, but that you 
your ſelves either cannot, or will not duly repent 
of them: For if you can but do that, you may 
reſt aſſur d, through the infinite Mercy of God, in 


the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, they will be all blotted 


out, and done away. According to that gracious 
Promiſe of his, by the Mouth of the Prophet, Lai. 
43. 25. J, even I, am he, that blotteth out thy Tranſ- 
greſions for my own Sake, and will not remember thy 
Sins. That blotteth out thy Tranſgreſſions. This 
implyeth all thy Tranſgreſſions: All, how great 
ſoever, or how many ſoever. 


I. How great ſoever. Sins, I grant, receive much 
of their Weight of Guilt, from the various Circum- 
ſtances: with which committed; as againſt Light; 
Knowledge, Means, Bleſſings, ſignal Deliverances, 
and the like. For any to fin againſt all, or either 
of theſe, it proves a great Aggravation to the Of- 
fence. 

However, they are not too great for God to par- 
don; for the Mercy of God, in the Merits of Chrilt, 
is greater. In the Merits of Chriſt, yon muſt ob- 


ſerve, tis only thro' the Merits of Chritt Jeſus, you 


can ever expect to be pardon d; and through that 
you may, whatever your Sins have been, accord- 
ing to that of St. Fun, I Joh. 2. 1, 2, If any * 

in, 


4 
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fin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt 
the righteous ; and he is the Propitiation for our Sins 
and not for ours only, but alſo for the Sins of the whole 
World. a 
If then you do truly repent you of your Sins, 
7. e. if you ceaſe to do Evil, and learn to do well, 


though. jour Sins be as Scarlet, they fhall be white as 


Sow , though they be ved as Crimſon, they ſhall be 
es Wooll. And for the full Confirmation thereof, 
tis added, The. Mouth of the Lord hath ſpokena it, 
Iſai. 1. 18, Verſ. 20. 

I muſt profeſa, I delight not to rake into the Sins 
and Failings of God's moſt eminent Children and 
Servants; which undoubtedly were long ſince can- 
cell'd and forgyven: Yet, they being recorded in 
the Holy Scriptures of Truth, you may improve 


Them, not only to your Admonition to beware of 
them, but alſo to your Peace and Conſolation, if 


at any Time, through the Frailty of the Fleſh, you 
tall into them. Thus you find God forgave No- 
ah's Drunkenneſs, Abrahams Fquivocation, Lot's In- 
ceſt, David's Murder and Adultery, Peter's Denial 
of his Maſter, with Oaths and Curſes, Paul's Perſe- 
cution of the Church of Chriſt, all heinous Crimes, 
and yet all pardon'd upon true Repentance. $0 
that we queſtion not, but that they are now all glo- 
r10us Saints in Heaven. TT 

Why then ſhould you, or any other, deſpond 
upon the molt heinous Sins, if you can but truly 
and timely repeut of them ? Yours are but the Sins 


of finite Creatures; his are the Mercies of an in- 


finite Creator. For as the Heavens are higher than 
the Earth, ſo far are his Ways higher than your 
Ways; and his Thoughts than your Thoughts. 
That's a comfortable Paſſage to this Purpoſe, that 
of the Apoſtle, Heb. 9. 14. How much more ſhall the 
Rood of Chriſt, who, through the erna! Spirit, offer'd 


Mmſelſ, 


84 pul „ tad SS , nd wa. PI _ a nr” 


5 — wi 4 „ @ > 


Ho? 
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nils, whatever it be, through the Merits 
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| himſelf, without Spot, to God, purge your Confcimnce' 
from dead IWorks, to ſerue the living God 2 | 
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CHAP. XVIIL 


UT then, ſome diſtreſs'd Soul cr o- 

ther may be ready to object; Lou ſay 
we may expect Pardon for our Sins, how great ſo- 
ever. Is there not a Sin that is unpardonable, the 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt? Does not our Savi- 
our ſay of it, Mat. 12. 32. It ſhall wot he forgiven, 
neither in this World, neither in the World to come 2 
And I am afraid I am guilty of that Sin, and that 
makes my Life a Burden to me. 


Anſwer, For Anſwer, 1t muſt be granted there 
is ſuch a Sin, and that the Sin is unpardonable : 
But then know, tor your Comfort, *tis not becauſe 
there is no Balm in Gilead, That the Health of the 
Daughter of God's People is not recover d, Jer. 8. 22. 
not becauſe there is not Vertue and Merit enough in 
the Blood of Jeſus, to cancel and forgive it. No, 
that's ſufficient to attone tor that, and the Sins of 
all the World. 

The Impoſhbility of the Pardon then, is from 
thoſe wretched Perſons themſelves, as are guilty in 
this Matter; for they have ſinn'd beyond any Poſ- 
{bility of Repentance: They have ſo heinouſly 
griev'd and provok'd the Holy Spirit of God, the 
Author of this, and all other Graces, that he comes 
finally to reſolve, that ſuch ſhall never have the 
Grace of Repentance granted them; without which, 
there can be no Pardon in this World, nor in the 
World to come. So then, if you can but truly 
and acceptably repent of what you have done a- 
of Jeſus 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, you are ſafe. And for your farther Con- 
ſolation, even the Fears and Troubles pon are under, 
that you have committed this Sin, may be ſome 
Argument to you, that you have not; for your 
Sorrow about it may be a Step towards, if not ſome 
Degree of Repentance; and that is a Step towards 
a Pardon. 

Moreover, it is a Queſtion among ſome learned 
Men, and ſober Chriſtians, whether the #27. 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, mention d by ou: , 
can be committed now, yea, or no? For he fcems 
to make it conſiſt in the Phariſees imputing the 
Miracles which our Saviour wrought by the blet- 
ſed Spirit in their Sight, to the immediate Operat1- 
on of the Devil. When the Phariſces heard he had 
heal'd one poſſeſs'd with a Devil, blind and dumb. 
they ſaid, This Fellow doth not caſt ont Devils, but by 
Belzebub, the Prince of the Devils, Mat. 12. 24. 80 
that they blaſphemouſly attributed the glorious 
Workings of the ever bleſſed Spirit of God, to the 

Power and Agency of the Devil, his greateſt and 
moſt malicious Enemy. Whereupon our Saviour 
preſently reply'd, 41 Manner of Sin and Blaſphemy 
Hall be forgiven unto Men; but the Blaſphemy again 
the Holy Ghoſt, in attributing his I”orks. to the Devil, 
hall not be forgiven unto Men, Verſ. 31. nor in this 
World, nor in the World to come, Verſ. 22. This, ac- 
cording to the Opinion of ſome of our moſt emi- 

nent late Divines, “ is the true and 
3 right Notion of the Sin againſt the 
þis rrine. Ser- Holy Ghoſt, as laid down by our Sa 
TD viour Chriſt in this Place. And if fo, 
then perhaps this dreadful Sin never 

ſo much as enter'd into your Thoughts: You ne— 

ver did imagine, that Chriſt, your Redeemer, did 
ever effect any of his mighty Works by the Help of 
the Devil; and therefore, in the right Senſe there- 
of, you never were guilty of the Sin hp As 

ly 


, ., . i 5. 


.makes,+ and I fear a true one, That 
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Holy Ghoſt ; which may quiet your Minds as to 
this Matter. 

But there is a certain Sort of abominable Miſ- 
creants, lately ſtarted up among us, who ought 
{ſeriouſly to conſider, whether they are guilty of 
this Sin or no, I mean your accurs'd Deiſts, wha 
ridicule all our Saviour's Miracles; deſpiſe the 


whole Goſpel; and laugh at all reveal'd Religion, 


under the Notion of Prieſt-Craft, Though we, or an 
Angel from Heaven, ſays St. Paul, Gal. 1. 8. preach 
any other Goſpcl, than that which we have preach'd, let 
him be accursd. Tis true, theſe Wretches don't, 
that I know, ſet up any other Goſpel, tho* ſome 
of them pretend, as to the moral Part of the Bi- 
ble, by the Strength of their own Reaſon, they 
could write as good themſelves; * but | 
they utterly renounce and expoſe the 
whole. Pitty it is, (and *twould be 
more tor the Honour of our Church 
and Nation) but that ſuch bold Blaſphemers ſhould 
at leaſt have their Mouths muzzl'd, and their Hands 
ty'd up, from poiſoning our Nobility and Gentry, 
and others alſo, with their horrid Blaſphemies any 
longer. *Tis a ſad Complaint one 


As laid to 
the Root of, 
P. 2. 


t J. ibid p. 
ſuch a Freedom, for many Years paſt, :- 

hath been taken in England, in Wri- 
ting againſt the moſt ſacred and un- 
queſtionable Truths, and in ridiculing 
of Chi iſtianity it ſelf, as was never 
before practis'd in this, or any other 
Part of the Chriſtian World. Cer- 
tain it is, that in King Edward the 
VI. * Queen Elzabeth, F and King 
James the I. * their Days, ſeveral Per- 
ſons were burnt, or gtherwiſe executed, 
for maintaining much leſs blaſphemous 


* Dy. Burns 
Ep. Ch. Hif.in 
1 


84. 
+ Bak. Cron. 
p. 402. 
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Opinions, than theſe do. And *tis Pity, but that 


the Ring- leaders of them ſhould be thus confutec 
111, 
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CHAP, XIX. 


Segel, Some are greatly liſcompos'd at the 
Conſideration of the Multitude of their Sins. 
The Sins undoubtedly of many, of moſt, may be 
compar d to the Hairs on their Heads for Number 
My Ini quities, ſaid David himielf, Pſal. 40. 12. are 
bre than the Hairs on my Head. Be it "A Yet the 


merciful Thoughts of God to his People, ſhould , 


we count them, (as that Royal Prophet expreſſes 
zt, Pſal. 139. 17, 18.) are more in Number than the 
Sand. Your Sins, how many tcver, are always 
numerable ; but 'the Mercies of God, in Chrilt, 
are innumerable. When the Phariſees murmur'd at 
dur Saviour for cating with Publicans and Sin- 
ners, his Anſwer was, Mat. 9. 12, 13. They that 
be whol:, need not a Phyſician, but they that are I 
am not come, ſays he, to call the Righteous, but Sinners, 
to Repentance. 

Tis recorded, with a Kind of Emphaſis, of Aa- 
2 Magdalen, out of whom were calt no leſs than 
even Devils, (which ſome 1 interpret the ſeven dead- 
ly Sins) that her many Sins were forgiven her. 
Luk. J. 47. Thy Sins, which are many, are forgi- 
ven. Lis as eaſy to infinite Mercy, in the infi- 
nite Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, to forgive many, as 
few; ten thouſand Talents, as ſoon as an hundred 
Pence, as appears from the Parable in the Goſpel, 
Mat. 18. 24. The Mercies of God, and the Merits of 
Chriſt, Ns overwhelm'd, either with the Num- 
her or Greatneſs of your Sins. *Tis obſervable, that 
bow ever the Jews f. inn d many Ways in heinous Man- 
ner. 
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ner, againſt our bleſſed Saviour, maliciouſly perſecu- 
ted him, and at length, condemn'd hm to a moſt 
ignominous Death, the Death of a Slave'; yet af- 
ter his Reſurrection from the Dead, and juſt as he 
as aſcending up to Heaven, he commanded his 
Diſciples, That Repertance and Bemiſſion of Sins ſhould 
be preach'd among all Natious, beginning at Jeruſalem, 
at that very Place, to that very People, who had 
been moſt provoking and injurious to him. 

"Tis ſuppos'd that Judas ſinn'd more heinouſſy 


by deſpairing of Chriſt's Mercy, than he did by 


betraying his Perſon. Sceleratior omnibus, O! Juda, 
& infelicior extitiſti, ſaid one of the Fathers, quem 
non penitentia duxit ad Dominum, ſed Deſperatio traxit 
ad laqueum. Thou, O!] Judas, wert 

more wicked and unhappy than ail 975 Leo, *. 
Men; whom Repentance did not lead i Hg 


Had his Repentance been but mix d 
with true Faith in the Blood he beiray'd, he had, 
without Doubt, obtain'd Mercy. 

O! then, difconſolate Chriſtian, whoever thou 
art, or whatever thy Condition be, deſpair not, 
caſt not away thy Confidence let not go thy Hold; 
fix thy Anchor of Hope always on that Rock of 
Ages, the Merits of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and 
then no raging Storms of Earth or Hell, will be 
able to hurt you, Dum ſpiro, ſpero, was one's Mot- 


to once; and tis a gocd one, While I breath, 1 


hope. Si inſurgunt adverſus me pralia, ſaid St. Ber- 
nard, fi ſæviat Mundus, fi fremat Malignus, in te Do- 
nine ſperabo; Though Wars ſhould ariſe againſt 
me, though the World be angry, and the Devils 
rage, yet, fays that good Father, I will always 
hope in God. So ſhould you, through Chriſt, and 
then you will be fate. 

| CH AP, 


* 
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to God, but Deſpair drove to a Halter. /per, d 
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SHAFT . 


Aſtly, The laſt Direction how to avoid this 
dreadful Sin and Danger, is this; When all 
other Things fail, apply your ſelves to faithful, 
fervent, continu'd Prayer. 
\ Orandum oft ut fit mens ſana in corpore fano, 
Could a Heathen Poet tell you : 


If a found Mind, in Body ſound you'd have, 
Of Gad, by Prayer ſtrong, you mutt it crave. 


You are not to think you are able to ſubdue the 
Force and Power of the Devil and his Agents, of 
our ſelves. You muſt, if you would do that, 
amplore the Help of one that is mightier than you 
or they, and that is the Help of God in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Not being able then of your ſelves, to vanquiſh 
the leaſt of theſe powerful and diſmgl Tempta- 
tions, betake your ſelves to Prayer, and continue 
on therein to the End: * As Mr. 
Ar. Fox's Saxders, a godly Miniſter and Mar- 
2 * tyr, juſt going to the Stake, in Queen 
is. ” Mary I. Days, for the Proteltant Reli- 

P ; 
210n, concludes his laſt Letter with 
this Counſel to his Wife, ſo would I adviſe you, 
Pray, pray, pray. This 3s the moſt effectual Means 

to rout the Devil and all his Holt. 

In Admiration thereof, I had almoſt ſaid, O? 
the ommpotent Power of Prayer. It can quench the 
Violence of Fire, ſtop the Mouths of Lions, ſhut 
the Caſements of Heaven, open the Doors of Pri- 
fons, caſt out Devils: Yea! I would fain know _ 
what it can't do? There's a ſtubborn kind of Dæ- 
mons or Devils, as our Saviour intimates, that wall 
not eaſily go out again, once they have gotten Poſ- 
| ſeſllon, 
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leſſion. The Diſciples could not make them obe; 
and they did wonder at it. But, faith our Say: 


our, Mat. 17. 21. that Kind goeth not out but by Fist. 
ing and Prayer; and by that it ſeenis it doth, 
Know, to your Comfort then, the Devil has no 
Power over a praying Perſon, or a praying Fami- 
ly. If you can but pray humbly, fervently, faith- 
Cty, in and through the Merit and Interceilion 
not of any Saint or Angel, but) of our Lord Je- 
us Chriſt, (without which, how loud ſoever, your 
Prayers, become but as ſounding Braſs, or a tink- 
ling Cimbal) you are {ate and ſecure. 
The Papiſts indeed (as a learned Man 
notes) very ſtifly maintain, that + pee, 


many melancholy, mad, dæmoniacal Fen. Gy. Ae! 


Perſons, are cur'd at St. Anthony's . L. 8.1. AM. 
Church in Padua, St. Vitus in Germany, P. 2904. 
by our Lady of Loretta in Itah, our 

Lady of Sichum in the low Countries, and elſe- 
where. In a Church at Poicters in France, ſays the 
lame Author, + is at this Day St. Hila- 

res Bed to be ſeen; to which they bring + 14. ibid. p. 
all the mad Men in the Country, and af- 205. 


ter ſome Ceremonies us d, they lay them 
down there to ſleey, and then they recover, Whereas, 


ſays he, theſe pretended Cures are but falſe Fitions, or 
diabolical Illuſians, counterfeit Miracles. 
But then we know Chriſt is our Hope and Strength; 
and 2 very preſent Help in Time of Trouble. If 
you apply your ſelves to him, he is always ready to 
ear you; he fits at the Right Hand of God, from 
whom you may fear no Repulſe. Arm'd with de- 
vout Prayer, all the Devils in Hell will not be able 
to hurt you, according to that memorable Exam! 
ple I have met with to that Purpoſe ; which, for 


the Appoſiteneſs thereof, I ſhall here inſert. 


(x Anton: 
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Antonius Laverinus (a Divine, as I 

„ Mw. Want, take it) came to free one that was 
Hf. of Mm, poſleſs'd by the Devil; but after the 
I. % C. 27. Uſe of his Devotions to that Purpoſe, 
b. 012, 013 the obſtinate Devil began to threaten 
him, and told him, he would bewitch 


him that Night, to his great Terror and Affright- 


ment; and therefore will'd him to prepare himſelf 
againſt his coming. To which, Laverinus again as 
boldly reply'd, That if he fail'd of his Word, he 
woul:! hold him for one of thc baſeſt and moſt ab- 
ject Devils, that fell with Lucifer his Maſter. 

That Night Laverimus heard him knock three 
ſcreral times at his Chamber-door , and ſuſpecting 
him to be the Devil, betook himſelf to his Devoti- 
on and Prayers; commending himſelf to the Pro- 
tection of God, and the good Angels; and made 
no other Anſwer. The D-vil went then to the Top 
of the Honſe, and began to untile the Roof, as if 
he propos'd there to make his Entrance. But he 
continuing his pious Devotions, was no farther 
troubl'd, but flept quietly the Remainder of the 
Night. 1 

The next Day Laverinus coming to viſit the Par 
ty poſſeſs'd; after Prayers, he began to upbraid 
the Devil with Breach of his Word; and told him, 
he had not ſo much as enter'd his Chamber, as he 
boaſted to do. To whom hereply'd, That he was 
at the Door, and knock d; and moreover had un- 
til'd a Part of the Houſe, but had no Power to en- 
ter it was ſo fortify d and defended by his holy 
Supplications. Nay, more, ſaid the Devil, if all 
the Legions of Hell fhould have attempted it, it 
had been in vain, ſince no Invaſion could be made 
by them, into a Place ſo ſanctify'd and defended 
by Prayer. 

Be ſure then, eſpecially when under any Temp- 
tations of Miſchief io your ſelves, or others, to be 


fer. 
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fervent and frequent in your Prayers and Supplica- 


tions to Almighty God, for his Protection and De- 
liverance. Deſire the Prayers of good People; and 
retire alſo your ſelves to your Cloſets, thut faſt 
the Doors, fall down lowly on vour Knees, and 
pour out your Souls and Tears to God; and he that 
heareth in ſecret, will reward you openly: 

Conclu/tor, 

I have here, becauſe every one is not endu'd with 
the Gift of tempore Prayer, and but fe know how 
to chuſe ſuch a Form as is ſuitable to their State 
and Condition, added that excellent Prayer in the 
latter End of the Litany; which I recommend to 
the daily, (if need be) the hourly Uſe of diſtreſs'd 
Souls, with the Alteration only of a Word. 

O God, merciful Father, who d-ſp jet nt the Sigh- 
ing of a contrite Heart, nor the 79 0 F ſuch as be for- 
rowful, mercifully aſſiſti our Prayers that we make bz 15 re 
thee in all our Trouble, and Adverſſties, whenſocuer they 
Tor rs; aud gr 1 Dear 1s, that thoſe Evil,, which 

2 Craft ard Subti] y of the De oil, e, Man worketh a 
gain us, be by 0 11 5 ht; ard by the Provid-nc: 
of thy G Goode 15 they may 2 2 perv, that we thy Ser- 
warts, being hurt by no Temptations, may evrmre give 
Thaw; unto thee in thy Holy Church, thro JI us (r? 
Ut Eid. Amen. 
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as it is in Heaven; Eive oY this Day OUT daily 


Bread; and forgive us our 7; 10. Mes, at me forgive them 
that Treſpaſs againſt us; and lead us not into Tempta- 
tion, but deliver us from Ei PERS | =; 
1 FF 

1 } ( N } 


« 'S - +. - 2 — — — — — — 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Publiſn'd by the Author 6f this Book, viz. 

i. A N humble Defence of the Zweter Bill in Parliament, fot 

A uniting Churches, and ſetling a legal Maintenance on 
the Parochial Miniſters of that Ciry, \ | 
2. A Sermon preach'd before the R. R. Father in God, An- 
thony, Lord Biſhop of Exetey, at his third triennial Viſitation 
in the Cathedral there, on 1 Tim. 4. 16. to. 
3. Directions for a young Divine, as to compoſing of Ser- 
mons, Cc. Bvo. „ | 

* Danmonii Orientales Illuſtres; or, the Worthies of Devon. 
A Wotk wherein the Lives and Fortunes of the moſt famous 
Divines, Stateſ-inea, Sword-men, Seg-men, Sc. Natives of 
that noble Province, from before the Conqueſt, down to the 
3 Age, are memoriz'd in an alphabetical Order, in a large 
Folio. To be had at the Bookſellers in Exeter. 
5. The Beauty of God's Hotife, or conſecrated Places for 
religious Woi ſhip, vindicated, qto. | 

6. A Catechiltical Expefition of the Church Catechiſm, to 
de learnt of thoſe who can already ſay that Carechiſm, for 
their better Underſtanding of it. Intended chiefly for his own 
Pariſh, but uſeful for others allo, that are willing to teach or 
learn the fame, 8vo. | 
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In a ſhort Time will he publiſp'd the ſecond Edition, with 
B“ Proverbs, with Moral Reflexions, familiarly accom- 
„ mollated to the Humour and Manners ofthe preſent Age, 
after the Riethod of Sir Roger L. Eſtrauge's Æſop. Printeil for 
G. Fi hlare, at the Three Flower=de-Lices in Litdle Britain ; 
aud £14 by J. Foodward, in St. Chri/opher's Church-Yard, 
roar the Royal Exchante, Price bound 5 5. 
= Juſt publifh'a, | | 
*.Y"H ae: G, g2, II Time I. 9. That is, The Holy Spi- 
rit the Author ef Immortality, or Immortality a peculiar 
Grace of the Golpel, no natinal Ingredient of the Soul ; provid 
from the Holy Seriptures, and Fathers, againſt Mr. Clark's 
bold Aſſertion of the Soul's natural Immortality, againſt Scrip- 
ture, the Doctrine of the Church in the purett and moſt pri- 
mitive Ages of it, and Reaſon guided (as it ought to be) by 
t22 Word of God, Wherein the holy Fathers, and moſt ſacre!! 
ecriptures, are teſcud from hir plain Mailreprefentations, ar 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


it is ſolidly prov'd, that he hath not one Sentence of the Fa- 
thers, or one Text of * N on his Side; being a Vindica- 
tion of Mr. Dod well's Epiſlolary Diſcouiſe from all the Aſper- 
ſions of the foreſaid pretended Anſwerer, With ſane Animad- 
ſions on Mr. Ch;ſul, and Ds. Nhitby. The ad Edition, with 
large Additions, By a Preſbyter of the Church of England. 
Printed for G. S1whridge, at the Three Flower- de- Luces in 
111 1 «or und 6 5s. 10 3 
Marriage-Dialogues; or, a poetical Peep into the State 
Wirren Contlaing I. 1 Dialogue heqwoen a pert 
Lady, and her Spouſe, concerning riotity in Wedlock. 2. 
Berween a termagant Court-Lady and her *Spwſe, about fer- 
tling in the Country. 3. Between a fond Gentleman, and 
his coaxing Lady. 4. Between a termagant Lady, aud her 
Mechanick 3 10 5. Between the Nappy Pair, concernjn 
the mutual Fidelity, and the innocent Pleaſures of a tir! 
Life. 6. Between a young Libertine, and an old canting rich 


| Widow, he had marry d fer her Money. With Moral Reflex. 


ions on every Dialogue. Together with the Wars of the E- 
lements: Or, a Deſcription of a Sea-Storm. To which are 
added, 1. The contemplative Angler. 2. A Dialogue between 
St. Peter, and a Low Church- man. 3. The honeſt Lay-man's 
Approbation and Dillike ; or, da s what to chuſe, anc] 
what to ſhun, 4. The mercenary Harlot's Reproof to an old 
Miſer, who ſollicits her Favours. 5. In Vino Veritas ; or, The 
t ipling Philoſophers. 6. An Epitaph on the French Prophet, 
who was to make his Reſurrection on the 25th of May. +. 
The frantick Lover; or, The Beau in an Extaſy. 8, A new 
Riddle for the Ladies. 9. A natural __ after a natural 
Folly. To. Damon's Anſwer, a Song. It. The taunting Re- 
primand of a yonng Wife, to an old jealous Huſband, 12. A 
Punch-Bowl Song, 13. The Lover's Deteſtation of Jealouſy : 
With Advice te his Friend. By the Author of the London- 
Spy. Sold by J. Woodward, in St. Chriſtopher's Church-Yard, 
near the Royal Exchange ; and J. Aorphew, near Sta5ioners- 
Hall, Price bound, 2 s. 8 5 
Ait The Modern World diſrob'd: Or, both Sexes ſtript of 
their pretended Vertue. In Two Parts. 1. Of the Ladies. 
2. Of the Gentlemen. With familiar Deſcant upon every 
Character. Sold by J. Voodward, in St. Chriſtopher's Church- 
Yard, near the Royal-Exchaage ; and J. ZJorphew, near Stu- 
$ionzrs-Hall, Price bound, 3 5. | 
* * A ſop at Oxfyd: Or, a few ſelect Fables in Verſe, 
under the following Heads, viz, Aſop matriculated. ofs 
Thanks. #ſop's Caſe. The Pay-maſter General. The fa- 
mous Hiſtory of Goodman I did it. The Paradox. The Devil 
on two Sticks. The Female Hypocrite. A notable _ A 
| Preſem 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Preſent for a Courtier. Worſe and worſe, Wh:tehall and St. 
Fames's, A Woman thatdid Good once in her Life, Diamonds 
cut Diamonds, The Foreigner. The modern Convert, Mo- 
deration in Miniature. The Picture of an Eccleſiaſtick. The 
General Peace. One that loſt his Life for being out of Danger. 
The Way of the World. The Caſe is alter'd. The Cure worſe 
than the Diſeaſe. Sauce for a Gooſe, Sauce for a Gander. 
The ſherteſt Way with the Diſſenters. The Royal Mourner. 
The Candidates. The Concluſion, Sold by J. Morphew, near 
Stationers-Hall, Price 1 f. 

in Hudibras Redivivus; or, a Burleſque Poem on the vari- 
ous Humours of Town and Country. In Two Volumes, ꝗto. 
By the Author of the London-Spy. Sold by F. Woodward, in 
St. Chriſtopher's Church-Yard. 

I Poctical Reflexions on the Vices and Follies of the Age, 
in 9 Parts. Price 6 d. each. Sold by B. Bragge, at the Ka- 
ven in Pater-Noſter-Row. | 

f Mars ſtript of his Armour: Or, The Army diſplay'd 
in all its true Colours. Containing the Characters of, I. An 
Army in General. 2. A Regiment, or Battalion. 3. A Cap- 
tain-General. 4. A Lieutenant-General, 5. A Major-General. 
6. A Brigadier-General. J. A Colonel. 8. A Lieutenant- 
Colonel. 9. A Major, 10. A Captain of the Guards. 11. An 
Aid de Camp. 12. A Partizan. 13, A Spy. 14. A Captain, 15. 
A Lieutenant. 16. An Enſign. 17. An Adjutant, 18. A 
(Quarter-Maſter. 19. The Chaplain of a Regiment. 0. The 
Surgeon. 21. A Serjrant, 22, A Grenadier, 23. A private 
Centinel. 24. A Provoſt. By a Lover of the Mathematicks. 
Sold by B. Brazze, in Pater- Nofter-Row ; and J. Woodward, in 
St. Chriſtopher's Church-Yard, near the R. Exchange. Pr. 1 2. 

4 The Wonden World diſſected, in the Characters of r. 

A Ship of War. 2. A Sca-Captain. 3. A Sea-Li-utenanr, 
4. A Sea-Chaplain. 5. The Mafter of a Ship of War. 6. 
The Purſer. 7. The Surgeon. 8. The Gunner, 9. The Car- 
penter. To. The Beatſwain. 11. A Sea-Cook. 12. A Mid- 
mip-man. 13. The Captain's Steward. 14. A Sailor, & c. 
By a Lover of the Mathematicks. The ſecond Edition, cor- 
reCte.} and amendet by the Author. Sold by B. Brarge in Pa- 
ſer-Noſter- Rom. Price bound t 5. 

% A brief Treatile of the Eyes; wherein not only the 
Structure of ihe fame is Anatomically demonſtrated; but the 
Diſeaſes, (which for the molt part are incident thereto) are 
Ike wie diſtinctly deſert”, To which is added, ſome parti- 
cular Directions for preſerving the Sight, Together with a 
Table explaining the Terms of Art made uſe of in the Trea- 
tile; thereby rendering the ſame intelligible and uſeful to all 
Perions. By V. Croffe Practitioner of Phyfick, and Ozuliſt. 
Sold by 7. AMorphemw near Siitiorgri=s Hall, Price Lonnl t . 
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